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StampIt is a simple Adobe® Acrobat® utility I hacked together for stamping a PDF document with page
numbers (and any other fields or watermarks). It is free software distributed under the terms of the GNU
General Public License (see below). I needed this utility because I was assembling a number of PDF
documents from different authors into a single document. There is a commercially available Acrobat®
plugin to perform this task called StampPDF  but it costs US$150 which I consider outrageous given
what it does and considering the already outrageous cost of the Acrobat® package. My utility is an
extension of the CodeCuts Tip #48 for "Adding `stamps' or `watermarks' to your PDFs". All I've done
here is exploited the way that Acrobat® generates field names when it applies a template to a document.
For example, if a field named "pg" defined for a template named "stampTemplate" is applied to a
document, then the field name generated for the first page of the document will be
"P1.stampTemplate.pg", and it will be "P2.stampTemplate.pg" for the second page, and so on. Since the
field names generated for the stamped pages are known, then it is possible to set the default values for
these fields as they are generated. In this case the default value for the field is the page number of the
page the field appears on.

System Requirements
Acrobat Exchange® v4.0 or higher (also known simply as Acrobat®).●   

Download
You can download StampIt here. Note that if your browser has the Acrobat Reader plug-in installed then
you should choose to download the link as a file rather than simply clicking on the link.

Using StampIt
Open the PDF version of this document in Acrobat Exchange®.1.  
Add/move any fields on the “stampTemplate” template according to what you want to appear on
each page of your document.

Use “Tools -> Forms -> PageTemplates...” to reveal the “stampTemplate” template as the
last page of this document.

❍   

You can delete the existing “stampTemplate” and replace it with your own if you want to❍   

2.  
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include a custom watermark or somesuch. Ensure that this replacement template is called
“stampTemplate” (using “Tools -> Forms -> Page Templates…”).
If you want a page number to be stamped on the document then ensure that there is a
read-only text form field named “pg” on the template.

❍   

Make sure that “stampTemplate” is marked as hidden before stamping a document (using
“Tools -> Forms -> Page Templates…”)

❍   

Insert the document that you want to stamp after this document (using “Document -> Insert
Pages…”)

3.  

If you wish, customize the page number format and initial value using the form fields that appear
below the “StampIt!” button (below - in the PDF version of this document).

4.  

Click on the “StampIt!” button!5.  
Extract the stamped document from this document (using “Document -> Extract Pages…”
ensuring that the “Delete Pages After Extracting” box is checked), go to the window with the
extracted pages (using “Window -> Pages from StampIt”) and save the stamped document (using
“File -> Save As…”).

6.  

Improving StampIt
This is only a rudimentary utility that served my purpose perfectly, but could stand to be improved upon
in many ways. For example:

Users could add templates and then select which ones should be utilized via a forms listbox prior
to stamping;

●   

Users could enable or disable fields on a template prior to stamping.●   

I would be happy to maintain the utility and integrate any new features you add. Just send your improved
version to me via email.

Bugs
Let me know about them by email.

Version History
V0.6

Added support for formatting page number and setting initial page number value.●   

V0.5
Initial version.●   

License
StampIt - A Stamping Utility for PDF Documents
Copyright © 2000 Gregory W. Bond

This program is free software; you can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the GNU
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General Public License as published by the Free Software Foundation; either version 2 of the License, or
(at your option) any later version.

This program is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY;
without even the implied warranty of MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE.  See the GNU General Public License for more details.

The GNU General Public License is located on the web at http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/gpl.html; or you
can get a copy from the Free Software Foundation, Inc., 59 Temple Place - Suite 330, Boston, MA 
02111-1307, USA.

Adobe, Acrobat, and Acrobat Exchange are trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated.
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