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The Sarasota  Off ice  of  Housing and Communi ty  Development ,  in  par tnership  wi th  the
Suncoast Workforce Board, the Homebuilders Association of Sarasota County, Sarasota County
Technical Institute, and other organizations submitted an application for the YouthBuild program
sponsored by the U.S.  Department  of  Housing and Urban Development .

YouthBuild is  a housing and education program where unemployed young people acquire
construction skills,  complete a high school education, receive leadership training, and construct
a n d / o r  r e h a b i l i t a t e  h o u s i n g  f o r  l o w - i n c o m e  a n d  h o m e l e s s  p e r s o n s .  T h e  i n i t i a l  g r a n t  i s  f o r
$400 ,000  over  a  th ree-year  per iod .

Suncoas t  Workforce  has  ag reed  to  be  the  l ead  agency,  whi le  Hous ing  and  Communi ty
Development coordinated the grant  writ ing.

The  v i s ion  i s  to  cons t ruc t  a  s ing le - fami ly  home each  year  in  the  Newtown communi ty
w i t h  u p  t o  2 0  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  y o u t h  d o i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d .  T h e
youth would be paid a s t ipend during their  t raining period.  The home wil l  be sold as affordable
hous ing  t o  a  l ow- income  f ami ly  du r ing  t he  nex t  yea r.  The  money  f rom the  s a l e  wou ld  be
reinvested back into YouthBuild.

Please call  Beverly Stockton, Suncoast  Workforce Board 941-361-6090 or  Tom Gilmore,
Lemon Bay Builders, Inc. 941-474-8555 for more information about YouthBuild. Youth interested
in  the  p rogram should  con tac t  Fredd  Atk ins  a t  Jobs  E tc .  a t  941-358-4200  or  Pau l ine  Hodges
a t  Pro jec t  Cha l lenge  a t  941-355-0733 .

S a r a s o t a  A p p l i e s
f o r  Yo u t h B u i l d  G r a n t

F i r s t   A n n u a l  H o u s i n g  a n d
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  S u m m i t

W h o :  T h e  S a r a s o t a  O f f i c e  o f  H o u s i n g  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t

W h a t :  A n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  h o u s i n g  i s s u e s  a n d  m e e t  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  o n
a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

W h e r e :  N e w  C o l l e g e ,  S u d a k o f f  C e n t e r,  5 7 0 0  Ta m i a m i  Tr a i l ,  S a r a s o t a

W h e n :   A l l  D a y  T h u r s d a y  S e p t e m b e r  6 ,  2 0 0 1  ( R e g i s t r a t i o n  8  a . m .  t o  9  a . m . )

L u n c h  s p e a k e r  i s  G r e g  M e l l o w e ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r,  F l o r i d a  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  t h e
H o m e l e s s .

F o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  To n y  P a l e r m o  9 4 1 - 3 1 6 - 1 0 7 0  E x t .  2 4 0 .
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S e c t i o n  8  U p d a t e

Hous ing  and  Communi t y  Deve lopmen t  Awarded  80  Fa i r
Share  Hous ing  Vouchers  f rom HUD

 T he U.S .  Depar tment  o f  Hous ing  and  Urban  Deve lopment  announced  an  award  o f  80
addi t iona l  Sec t ion  8  Renta l  Hous ing  Vouchers  fo r  Saraso ta  County  under  HUD’s  Fa i r  Share
Program.

S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y  w a s  a w a r d e d  $ 4 7 5 , 0 4 6  f o r  F i s c a l  Ye a r  2 0 0 1  f o r  t h e  8 0  a d d i t i o n a l
vouchers ,  accord ing  to  HUD.  Saraso ta  Coun ty ’s  app l i ca t ion  ca l l s  fo r  a  min imum of  12  Fa i r
Share Sect ion 8 Vouchers  to  be dedicated to  disabled individuals  and their  famil ies .

The Sect ion 8 Program assis ts  low-income famil ies  to  obtain and maintain safe ,  decent ,
and affordable  renta l  housing.  The program enables  low-income famil ies  to  pay no more than
30% of  thei r  incomes for  renta l  housing -  a l lowing famil ies  to  choose  pr ivate ly-owned renta l
housing in  which the  rent  i s  subsidized by HUD. The Sect ion 8  Program in  Sarasota  County is
administered by the Sarasota Office of  Housing and Community Development.

The Office of Housing and Community Development administers 268 Section 8 Vouchers
in  Saraso ta  County.  I t  a l so  adminis te rs  50  addi t iona l  Sec t ion  8  Vouchers  th rough the  Fami ly
Unificat ion Program - which targets  families threatened with separat ion and homelessness due
to lack of  affordable decent  housing.

El ig ib le  appl icants  for  Sec t ion  8  Vouchers  in  Saraso ta  County  must  have  an  income of
$17 ,700  or  l ess  fo r  a  s ing le  person ,  $20 ,200  or  l ess  fo r  a  fami ly  of  two,  $22 ,750  or  l ess  fo r  a
family  of  three ,  and $25,250 or  less  for  a  family  of  four.  Seventy percent  of  a l l  vouchers  must
be used by households  a t  or  below 30% of  area  median income.

T h e  w a i t i n g  l i s t  f o r  S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y ’s  S e c t i o n  8  P r o g r a m  h a s  1 6 8  a p p l i c a n t s ,  w h o
would  ge t  f i r s t  pr ior i ty  for  the  new vouchers .  Of  those  168 appl icants  on  the  wai t ing  l i s t  -  29
are  disabled persons.  The new vouchers  wil l  be  avai lable  pending an agreement  with  HUD for
the  Fair  Share  Program.  The new vouchers  are  ant ic ipated to  be  avai lable  in  a  few months .  No
new appl icat ions for  Sect ion 8 Vouchers  are  being taken at  this  t ime.

For information regarding the Section 8 Program contact Hosea Singleton, HUD Program
Superv isor,  Sec t ion  8  Program,  a t  941-316-1070.
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S t o r i e s  b y  To n y  P a l e r m o

H o u s i n g  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n
P r o g r a m s  I m p r o v e d

T h e  S a r a s o t a  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  S a r a s o t a
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h r e e  p r o g r a m s  t o  a s s i s t
h o m e o w n e r s  t o  m a k e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s  i n  S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y.

The  two  boa rds  r ecen t ly  app roved  changes  in  t he  Home  Improvemen t  P rog ram
(a lso  known as  Owner-Occupied  Hous ing  Rehabi l i t a t ion) ,  Water  & Sewer  Connec t ion
P r o g r a m ,  a n d  B a r r i e r  R e m o v a l  P r o g r a m .

A l l  t h r e e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  S a r a s o t a  O f f i c e  o f  H o u s i n g  a n d
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a  j o i n t  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  C i t y  o f  S a r a s o t a  a n d
S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  H o m e  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  a  0 - p e r c e n t  l o a n  f o r  h o u s i n g
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  f o r  i n c o m e - e l i g i b l e  h o m e o w n e r s .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t s ,
a n d  t h e  l o a n  i s  p a i d  b a c k  u p o n  s a l e  o r  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  o r  i f  t h e  h o m e  i s  n o
l o n g e r  o w n e r  o c c u p i e d .

T h e  Wa t e r  &  S e w e r  C o n n e c t i o n  P r o g r a m  a l l o w s  i n c o m e - e l i g i b l e  h o m e o w n e r s
t o  r e c e i v e  a  0 - p e r c e n t  l o a n  t o  p a y  w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  c o n n e c t i o n  f e e s ,  a n d  c o n n e c t
t o  c e n t r a l  w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  s e r v i c e .  R e p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  l o a n  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  u n t i l
t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  s o l d ,  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  o r  n o  l o n g e r  o w n e r  o c c u p i e d .

The Barrier Removal Program allows income-eligible households with disabil i t ies
t o  r e c e i v e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  h o m e s  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  ( r a m p s ,  d o o r w a y s ,
b a t h r o o m  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  e t c . ) .  Z e r o - p e r c e n t  l o a n s  u p  t o  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  -
w i t h  $ 2 , 0 0 0  f o r g i v e n  p e r  y e a r.

H o m e o w n e r s  i n  n e e d  o f  t h i s  o r  o t h e r  h o u s i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  c a n  c o n t a c t  J a n e
H i n d a l l  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  H o u s i n g  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  3 1 6 - 1 0 7 0  E x t .
2 2 2  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a .
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S t o r i e s  b y  To n y  P a l e r m o

N e w  I n c o m e
L i m i t s

T h e  S a r a s o t a  O f f i c e  o f  H o u s i n g
and Community Development's 2001 income
limits for State Housing Initiative Partnership
(SHIP) Programs including Down Payment
Assis tance,  Home Improvement  Program
(Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation),
a n d  t h e  B a r r i e r  F r e e  P r o g r a m .

P l e a s e  c a l l  9 4 1 - 3 1 6 - 1 0 7 0  E x t .  2 2 2  f o r
d e t a i l s .

HOUSEHOLD M A X I M U M
S I Z E I N C O M E

1 $ 2 8 , 3 0 0

2 $ 3 2 , 3 0 0

3 $ 3 6 , 3 5 0

4 $ 4 0 , 4 0 0

5 $ 4 3 , 6 5 0

6 $ 4 6 , 8 5 0

7 $ 5 0 , 1 0 0

8 $ 5 3 , 3 5 0

9  O R  M O R E C A L L  F O R
L I M I T

4 3  H e l p e d  w i t h
Wa t e r  C o n n e c t i o n s

Wells that ran dry from the drought of 2000
rece ived  some re l i e f ,  thanks  to  a  g ran t  rece ived
by the Sarasota Office of Housing and Community
D e v e l o p m e n t .  L a s t  y e a r  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  H o u s i n g
and Community Development  received $200,000
in state funding to assist with connections to public
w a t e r  s e r v i c e s ,  i n s t a l l  a  n e w  w e l l ,  o r  r e p a i r  a n
ex i s t i ng  we l l .  The  g r an t  c ame  f rom the  F lo r ida
Housing Finance Corporation, which runs the State
Housing Ini t iat ives Partnership (SHIP) Program.
T h e  m o n e y  c a m e  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  e x e c u t i v e
o rde r  f rom the  Governor  fo l lowing  the  d rough t
and wild f ires during the summer of 2000.

A total  of   43 income-el igible  homeowners
in Sarasota County received assistance connecting
t o  p u b l i c  w a t e r  o r  r e p a i r i n g  w e l l s  t h r o u g h  t h i s
fund ing .  Many  o f  t he  f ami l i e s   a s s i s t ed   l i ve  i n
Osprey,  Laure l ,  and the  Nokomis  areas .

The   Of f i c e  o f  Hous ing  and   Commun i ty
Deve lopment  has  a  wa te r  and  sewer  connec t ion
program.  This  program,  a lso  funded through the
State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program,
ass i s t s  income-e l ig ib le  homeowners  connec t  to
central water and sewer service through a 0 percent
defe r red  loan .  A fami ly  o f  four  making  $40 ,400
or less may be el igible for  this  program.

Also available through the Housing Rehabilitation
Program i s  fund ing  to  r ep lace  o r  improve  we l l s
where public  water  is  not  avai lable.

Homeowners in need of this or other housing
assis tance can contact  Jane Hindal l  of  the Off ice
of  Housing and Community Development  at  316-
1070 Ext. 222 for more information and eligibility
cri teria.



T h e  S a r a s o t a  O f f i c e  o f  H o u s i n g  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a  j o i n t  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  S a r a s o t a  a n d
S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y ,  a d m i n i s t e r s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e
b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y .

T h e  p r o g r a m s  b e n e f i t  f i r s t - t i m e  h o m e b u y e r s ,  t h e  e l d e r l y ,  t h e  d i s a b l e d ,  a n d  l o w -  a n d  m o d e r a t e - i n c o m e  p e r s o n s .
T h e y  i n c l u d e :

D o w n  P a y m e n t  A s s i s t a n c e
H o u s i n g  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  B a r r i e r  R e m o v a l

Wa t e r  a n d  S e w e r  C o n n e c t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A f f o r d a b l e  H o u s i n g

H U D  S e c t i o n  8  R e n t a l  A s s i s t a n c e
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t s  f o r  N e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  C o m m u n i t i e s

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a n y  o f  o u r  p r o g r a m s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  a t  9 4 1 - 3 1 6 - 1 0 7 0 .  F r o m  S o u t h  C o u n t y  c a l l  t o l l
f r e e  a t  9 4 1 - 4 9 7 - 7 3 9 4 .  FA X  9 4 1 - 3 1 6 - 1 0 7 8 .  T h e  o f f i c e  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  1 5 6 7  M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  S a r a s o t a .

S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s
D a v i d  R .  M i l l s ,  C h a i r

N o r a  P a t t e r s o n ,  Vi c e  C h a i r
P a u l  M e r c i e r ,  D i s t r i c t  1

S h a n n o n  S t a u b ,  D i s t r i c t  3
J o n  T h a x t o n ,  D i s t r i c t  5

C o u n t y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r
J a m e s  L .  L e y

SARASOTA     DEVELOPMENTS
S A R A S O TA O F F I C E  O F
H O U S I N G    A N D  C O M M U N I T Y
D E V E L O P M E N T
P. O .  B O X  1 0 5 8
S A R A S O TA ,  F L  3 4 2 3 0

S A R A S O TA  O F F I C E  O F  H O U S I N G  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T
D O N A L D  D .  H A D S E L L ,  D I R E C T O R

C H R I S  D AV I S ,  A S S I S TA N T  D I R E C T O R

C i t y  o f  S a r a s o t a  C o m m i s s i o n e r s
A l b e r t  F.  H o g l e ,  M a y o r

C a r o l y n  J .  M a s o n ,  Vi c e  M a y o r
R i c h a r d  M a r t i n ,  A t  L a r g e
L o u  A n n  P a l m e r ,  A t  L a r g e
M a r y  J .  Q u i l l i n ,  D i s t r i c t  3

C i t y  M a n a g e r
D a v i d  R .  S o l l e n b e r g e r

We b  S i t e :  w w w. s a r a s o t a g o v. c o m


