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  NOTE: Use page numbers in this table to locate individual items in the report. 
 

 
Page 

# 

 
Issue 

 
Applicant 

Zoning 
Code 

Section 

 
General Description 

Staff 
Comment 

& Recommendation 

 
Public Comment 

 
Planning Board 

Recommendation 

 
City Commission Action 

8 Front Porches 
in RSM-9 

(Laurel Park) 

Laurel Park 
Neighborhood 
Association 

VI-203 (h) (2) c. 
Front porch 

Clarifies the intent of the design requirement by 
aligning the porch on the front of the house and 
requiring a minimum depth for a usable porch, 
deck or similar entry feature. 

RECOMMENDED  On 11-3-09 at the Laurel 
Park Neighborhood meeting 
approximately 25 people in 
attendance voted to support 
this clarification. 
 
All comments in support 
except for one phone call 
from a recent resident who 
expressed some concern. 

RECOMMENDED 
(4-0 Vote) 
 
No discussion 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(4-0 Vote) 

11-12 Garbage 
Collection 

Areas  in CT 
zone 

(St. Armands) 

St. Armandôs 
BID 

Table VI-503 (11) Eliminates requirement that garbage collection 
areas be enclosed. 

RECOMMENDED No comments RECOMMENDED 
(4-0 Vote) 
 
Discussion: Questions about 
background and degree of 
neighborhood support. 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(3-1 Vote) 

NA Awnings in 
ROW  in CT 

zone 
(St Armands) 

Bob Morris Article VI 
Division 5 

Allows awnings, by encroachment permit process, 
in the public right-of-way to enhance the 
pedestrian experience. 

Staff RECOMMENDS 
allowing awnings, by 
encroachment permit 
process, in the public right-
of-way to enhance the 
pedestrian experience. 
 
 

BID proposed change would 
limit awnings to four 
intersections only in 
conjunction with an approved 
sidewalk cafe.  The 
applicant, Mr. Morris, 
indicated this would be 
acceptable but would prefer 
to allow awnings everywhere. 

NO  
RECOMMENDATION 

(2-2 vote) 
 
Discussion: One view was to 
allow option for awnings 
everywhere.  The other view 
was to be differential to the 
BID. 

DENIED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

With direction to put on next 
cycle of amendments for 

continued discussion 
 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(3-1 Vote) 
With direction to use option 
proposed by the St. 
Armandôs BID for ñlimitedò 
application of awnings and 
direction to clarify that any 
awnings permitted in the 
ROW shall not have support 
posts in the ROW. 
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Planning Board 

Recommendation 

 
City Commission Action 

17 Habitable 
Space Design 

Standards 
(Downtown)  

Staff 
 

Table VI-1004 
Design Standards 
for primary street 

frontages  
 

Reduces the habitable space requirement from 4 
stories to 2 stories.   
 
COMMENT: The recess standard was also 
evaluated but no change was proposed because 
on 12-17-07 the recess standard was changed to 
allow recess at 2nd, 3rd or 4th story.  Previously it 
was required at the top of the 4th story. 

RECOMMENDED 
 
COMMENT: The effect of 
this change would focus 
attention on the lower 2 
stories and provide additional 
flexibility for development 
projects.  The 2 story 
requirement could be met 
with the 1st story exceeding 
the 14 ft. height limit (e.g. 
Sur la table   building).  This 
change would not create any 
inconsistencies with the other 
design standards and intent 
to create a high quality 
pedestrian environment.  
However, if the habitable 
space requirement is not 
changed, staff recommends 
a review of the window 
standard above the 1st floor, 
limited to a maximum of 
50%, which may result in a 
project design with no 
windows and a standard for 
habitable space. 

Change supported by the 
DSA. 

NO  
RECOMMENDATION 

(2-2 vote) 
 
Discussion: One view was to 
allow more flexibility.  The 
other view was to encourage 
high quality pedestrian 
frontages and passive 
surveillance with human 
activity along primary street 
frontages. 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(3-1 Vote) 

21 Calculation of 
Sign area 
(City-wide) 

Staff VII-104 
Computation of 

sign area  

Adds text and graphic to provide more clarity and 
flexibility in calculating area of sign.   

RECOMMENDED Change supported by the 
DSA. 

RECOMMENDED 
(4-0 Vote) 
No discussion 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(4-0 Vote) 

24 A-frame signs 
(City-wide) 

 
 

Ed Morton 
& 

Jeff 
Oldenberg 

VII -106 
Signs exempt 
from a permit 

Allows for portable A-frame signs on private 
property in all non-residential zone districts ï 
except where specifically prohibited (e.g. St. 
Armands).   

RECOMMENDED 
 
COMMENT:  Signage in the 
ROW is an encroachment 
that potentially interferes with 
pedestrian flow. 

Change supported by the 
DSA.  In addition, support for 
another ZTA to allow an 
option in the sidewalk area of 
the ROW. 

RECOMMENDED 
(4-0 Vote) 
No discussion 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(4-0 Vote) 
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NA Inflatable 
Signs 

(City-wide) 

Brian Polizzi 
 

VII-108 signs 
permitted in all 

districts 
VII-109, 

Prohibited signs  

Allows temporary use Inflatable Signs in limited 
applications. 

NOT  
RECOMMENDED 

 
COMMENT: These signs are 
more appropriate for 
suburban locations. 

No comments NOT 
RECOMMENDED 

(4-0 Vote) 
No discussion 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
DENIED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(4-0 Vote) 

27 Parking 
Standards  

(Downtown) 

Staff 
 

Article VII 
Division 2 Parking 

Clarifies the requirement for the width of openings 
to parking lots and garages (limited to 2 lanes) 
applies only to primary street frontages. 

RECOMMENDED 
 

COMMENT:  Pedestrian 
comfort and safety is critical 
on primary streets.  
Adjustments for the width of 
openings, when necessary, 
may be considered on a 
case-by-case basis.  

DSA recommends further 
study for primary streets 
citing existing buildings that 
have 3 bay lane openings 
that allow one lane to be 
reversed allowing more 
flexibility for ingress and 
egress. 

RECOMMENDED 
(4-0 Vote) 
No discussion 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(4-0 Vote) 

28-30 Front Yard 
Parking 

 
Gillespie Park 

& 
Park East 

City 
Commission 

Article VII, 
Division 2 
Parking 

Prohibits parking in front yards except in 
designated driveways.   
 
COMMENT: On July 21, 2008 the City 
Commission approved a ñpilot projectò in Gillespie 
Park for 1 year.  On July 6, 2009 the City 
Commission extended the ñpilot projectò and 
directed staff to consider expansion into Park 
East. 
 
COMMENT: Staff held outreach meetings at City 
Hall and the neighborhood.  In addition, notices 
were sent to all residents of Park East.  To date 
staff is not aware of any opposition.  In response 
to concerns, this regulation has been modified to 
address the streets in Park East where on-street 
parking is not allowed. 

RECOMMENDED 
 

COMMENT: Staff 
recommends the effective 
date for the Park East portion 
of this regulation to be 
October 1, 2010 to allow staff 
time to document the 
impervious surface area and 
provide notice to the 
neighborhood. 
 
COMMENT: A city-wide 
application of this regulation 
would be a staffing issue and 
may not be acceptable to all 
neighborhoods. 

Linda Holland from Gillespie 
Park supported making the 
proposed regulation 
permanent. 
 
At the May 17, 2010 public 
hearing several speakers 
were in support. 

RECOMMENDED 
(3-1 Vote) 
 
Discussion: One Board 
Member was in favor of a 
City-wide application of the 
regulation. 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(4-0 Vote) 

32-37 Sidewalk 
Cafes 

(City-wide) 

Staff VII-602 (v) Removes Sidewalk Café regulations from the 
zoning code and relocated to the city code.   
 
COMMENT: These standards are also being 
revised and updated.  A separate public hearing is 
required to amend the city code.  

RECOMMENDED 
Comment: The timing of the 
implementation is being 
coordinated to avoid any gap 
between the two ordinances. 

No comments RECOMMENDED 
(4-0 Vote) 
No discussion.  However, the 
Board requested they receive 
a copy of the proposed 
change to the City Code. 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(4-0 Vote) 
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39-40 Fences 
(City-wide) 

Staff Vll-1102  
Fences 

Clarifies the zoning code regulations for fences 
apply to walls and hedges. 

RECOMMENDED 
 

No comments 

 
At the May 17, 2010 public 
hearing one person 
questioned the need to 
regulate hedges.  Staff 
clarified the only area 
regulated was RSM-9. 

RECOMMENDED 
(4-0 Vote) 
No discussion 

ADOPTED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
APPROVED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(4-0 Vote) 

NA Design 
Guidelines 
(outside the 
Downtown) 

 
 

City Attorney 
&  

City 
Commission 

IV-506, 
Standards for 

Site Plan 
Review 

 
and  

 
Appendix D 

Design 
Guidelines 

Restores non-mandatory design guidelines 
(removed on 11-2-09) to better address F.S. 
166.033 that requires a written notice for the 
denial of a site plan and to clarify the Cityôs intent 
for how an application can address the following 
site plan review standard.  The guidelines 
illustrate how these criteria can be met.  In 
response to concerns the guidelines are too 
controlling and could be used arbitrarily, two 
sentences were added about the ñRole of these 
Guidelinesò to further clarify the guidelines are 
advisory and voluntary. 
 
 

RECOMMENDED 
 
HISTORY:  
In 1987 the City established a 
downtown storefront program that 
included ñdesign assistanceò and 
ñstorefront guidelinesò with an 
objective of promoting quality 
development.  The program 
ended when the funding stopped.  
In 2002, this concept was 
continued with the adoption of 
ñAdvisory Community Design 
Guidelinesò, the Downtown Plan 
and Zone Districts. 
 

COMMENT: Staff 
recommends continued 
discussion about how the 
guidelines can be improved 
and utilized and if some of 
the guidelines could be 
incorporated into the zone 
districts as objective 
standards.  Further 
discussion, with the Planning 
Board, about the 
Administrative Site Plan 
review process and 
compatibility standards is 
also planned for the next 
cycle of text amendments 
(June ï Dec 2010). 

DSA is not in favor of the 
Guidelines being restored. 
 

At the May 17, 2010 public 
hearing several speakers 
were in support.  One person 
spoke in opposition. 

RECOMMENDED 
(4-0 Vote) 
No discussion. 

DENIED on 2nd reading 
June 7, 2010 
(5-0 Vote) 

 
DENIED on 1st reading 

May 17, 2010 
(2-2 Vote) 
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NA Hotel Density 
(City-wide) 

Richard 
Clapp 

 

Article VI  
Division 102 (t) 
Measurements 

Clarifies hotel room density. POSTPONED  
 

FOR  
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW 

AND COMMENT 
 

COMMENT: If possible, this 
item will be submitted with 
the next cycle of Zoning Text 
Amendments (June ï Dec. 
2010). 

No comments NO ACTION NO ACTION 
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CLARIFIES FRONT PORCH STANDARDS 

IN RSM-9 District for Laurel Park 
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Article VI 

ZONE DISTRICTS

 

*** 

 

Division 2.   Single Family Zone Districts 
 

*** 

 

Section VI-203  Residential Use Development Standards 
 

*** 

 

H. Design Standards in the RSM-9 Zone District, 

 

1. Purpose. The design standards preserve and enhance the residential character of 

the district.   

 

Table VI-203 identifies the zone district(s) where this regulation applies. 

 

2. Requirements. 

 

All new construction shall be carried out in accordance with the following 

mandatory design standards. 

 

a. Utilities.  Utility "house feed" lines shall be placed underground. 

 

b.  Building Facade. The front of buildings must face the street and include a 

front door as a primary entrance.  The design of the front entry door shall 

also incorporate a window. 

 

c.  Front Porch. The main entrance on principal buildings shall include a 

porch, deck or similar open-air covered main entry feature. The porch, 

deck or similar feature shall have a minimum area of 60 square feet depth 

of 6 feet and comprise a minimum of 30% of the width of the principal 

buildingôs front fa­ade (not including the garage) or 8 feet whichever is 

larger. 

 

d.  Garage/Carport Placement.  Garages and carports, attached and detached, 

must be set back at least 15 feet from the front facade of the primary 

building and must be set back at least 25 feet from the front lot line. If 

there is more than one front lot line, this standard applies to the front yard 

that contains the front entry. The width of any attached garage or carport 

area may not exceed 50% of the primary building's front facade. 

(Ord. No. 04-4514; Sec. 4, 1-20-04) 
 

RSM-9 
Request from Laurel Park 
Neighborhood Association 
to correct the intent of the 
design requirement by 
aligning the porch on the 
front of the house and 
requiring a minimum depth 
for a usable porch, deck or 
similar entry feature. 
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e. Fences, Hedges and Walls. New fences shall not exceed four feet in height 

in the front yard (See section VII-1101, fences, hedges and walls for 

additional standards). 

 (Ord. No. 04-4573; Sec. 6, 6-20-05) 

  

f. Building Elevation. Where it is necessary to elevate a building above 

grade, fill may not be used to elevate the lot above the grade of any 

adjacent lot.  In such cases where the building is elevated, a stem wall 

foundation shall be used and openings beneath the structure shall be 

screened with materials consistent with the design of the building.   

(Ord. No. 06-4663, 3-20-06) 
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CT zone 

Commercial Tourist Zone District for St. Armandôs 

 

(Eliminates Design Standard for garbage collection and  

allows awnings in right of way by encroachment permit) 
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 Article VI 

 

*** 

Division 5.  Commercial Zone Districts 

*** 

Table VI-503-A 

Development Standards in the Commercial Zones 

Standard CN CBN 

 
NT 

 

CT CP 

 

CSCN CSCC CSCR CG 

Maximum Density  

See Sect. VI-503 (B) 
(dwelling units / acre) 

See 

Below 

See 

Below 

See 

Below 

See 

Below 

none none none none See 

Below 

Single & Two Family  13        

Multiple Family  25 35       

Assisted Living  25 35       

Community residential home  25 35       

Dormitories, educational 13 None none      25 

Group home facility  25 35       

Nursing Home  None 35       

Mixed Use Development  25 35 13 (6)      

Hotel / Motel (guest units/acre) 

  See Sect VI-503 (C) 

none 50 50 none 50 none none none 35 

Maximum FAR  

  See Sect. VI-503 (C) 

 

none 

 

2.0 

 

none 

 

none 

 

none 

 

none 

 

none 

 

none 

 

none 

Minimum Zoning Lot Size: 
- Min lot area  

- Min lot width 

 
none 

none 

 
none 

none 

 
none 

none 

 
none 

none 

 
1 acre 

150 ft. 

 
4 acres 

200 ft. 

 
10 acres 

300 ft. 

 
25 acres 

600 ft. 

 
none 

none 

Maximum Height 

See Sect. VI-503(E) 

35 ft. 35 ft.(12) 25 ft. 

(3) 

35 ft. 35 ft. 35 ft. 35 ft. 50 ft. 45 ft. 

Building Setbacks: 

See Sect. VI-503(F) 
- Min. front 

 

- Max. front 
- Min. side 

 

- Min. rear 

 

 
20 ft. 

 

none 
0 ft.  

(1) 

15 ft. 

 

 
none 

 

15 
0 ft. 

 (2) 

0 ft. 
 (2) 

 

 
10 ft. 

(4) 

none 
0 ft.  

(5) 

15 ft. 

 

 
5 ft. 

(7) 

none 
0 ft. 

 

0 ft. 

 

 
20 ft. 

 

none 
10 ft. 

 

10 ft. 

 

 
50 ft 

(9) 

none 
50 ft. 

(9) 

50 ft. 
(9) 

 

 
50 ft. 

(9) 

none 
50 ft. 

(9) 

50 ft. 
(9) 

 

 
50 ft. 

(9) 

none 
50 ft. 

(9) 

50 ft. 
(9) 

 

 
10 ft. 

 

none 
0 ft. 

(1) 

15 ft. 

Maximum Building Coverage 

 

none none none none 30% 

(8) 

30 % 30 % 30 % none 

Optional Building Roof Lighting 

See Sect. VI-505 (G) 

No No No Yes No No No No No 

Ground Floor Windows Apply 

See Sect. VI-503 (H) 

 

No 

 

Yes 

 

No 

 

Yes 

 

No 

 

No 

 

No 

 

No 

 

No 

Screening Requirements Apply 

See Sect. VI-503 (I) 

 

No 

 

Yes 

 

No 

 

Yes (11) 

 

No 

 

No 

 

No 

 

No 

 

No 

Pedestrian Standards Apply 
See Sect. VI-503 (J) 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
No 

 
No 

 
No 

 
No 

 
No 

 
No 

 
No 

Exterior Display, Storage and  
Work Activity Requirements  

Apply 

See Sect. VI-503 (K) 

 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

 

Yes (10) 

 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

 

Yes 

Special Standards Apply 
See Sect. VI-504 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
No 

 
No 

 
No 

 
No 

Other Regulations The regulations in this division state the allowed uses and development standards for the base zones.  
Sites with overlay zones are subject to additional regulations.  The official zoning maps indicate which 

sites are subject to these additional regulations.  General standards that may be applicable are found in 
division 1 of this article.  Specific uses or development types may also be subject to Article VII ï 

Regulations of General Applicability. 

ZONE DISTRICTS

CT see change to footnote below 
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Table VI-503A Notes: 

 

*** 

 

CT DISTRICT 

(6) Residential must be located above the first floor of the building.       

(7) Minimum setback is zero feet above the first story. New buildings with upper stories that project over the 

first story must have the projection cantilevered without ground supports.  New awnings, canopies, marquees 

and similar features may not encroach into the public right of way along the front property line.    

(10)   The display of merchandise on doors open to the outside is prohibited. 

(11)  Garbage collection areas must be enclosed within 5 years of adoption of this amendment.   

 

  
CT zone, on St Armandôs, Eliminates 

design standard for garbage collection. 
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Habitable Space Design Standards 

Downtown Zone Districts 
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Division 10.   Downtown Zone Districts 

 

*** 

 

Section VI-1005. Development Standards 

 

*** 

 

I.  Building Design. 

 

1. Purpose.  The City of Sarasota has a rich architectural and planning heritage based 

on diversity.  The Downtown Code is intended to respect and continue to foster 

this heritage.  The Downtown Code encourages all new and renovated buildings 

to be outstanding examples of architecture and planning.  The Downtown Code is 

a planning instrument.  It does not dictate any architectural style or design.  The 

Downtown Code is intended to be predictable.  It is also intended that it be 

flexible.  The predictability and flexibility embodied in the Downtown Code is 

intended to permit creativity and diversity in architectural design, because the 

construction, renovation and maintenance of outstanding buildings and public 

spaces continue to contribute to the health, welfare, character and history of the 

City and its citizens. 
 

2. The required design standards are stated in Table VI-1004.  These standards are 

limited to portions of buildings with frontages that face a primary street.  Building 

frontages that face a secondary street are exempt from these standards.  Map VI-

1001 identifies the primary and secondary street grid. 

 

3.  Application of Frontage Type Standards 

Frontage types, like the ñtransectò, are illustrated as ñsnapshotsò along a 

continuum from rural to urban.  Permitted frontage types may be used in 

combination with one another and one may ñblendò into another.   

 

For example, the DTN zone allows ñcommon lawnò and ñporch and fenceò 

frontage types.  Since both types are permitted it is permissible to have a common 

lawn with either a porch or a fence.  In another illustration, the DTC zone would 

permit a façade close to the frontage line without a awning, gallery or arcade 

attached ï unless it were located on a required retail frontage.  

 

However, no aspect of a prohibited frontage type shall be allowed with a 

permitted frontage type.  For example, in the DTB zone, a common lawn frontage 

shall not be permitted in conjunction with an awning frontage. 
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Table VI-1004 

Building Design Standards in the Downtown Zone Districts 

These standards are limited to portions of buildings with frontages that face a primary street. 

(See map VI-1001) 

BUILDING DESIGN 

STANDARDS 

 

DTN (Neighborhood) 

DTNE (Neighborhood Edge) 

DTE (Edge) 

DTC (Core)  

DTB (Bayfront) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Building Design See VI-1005 (I)    

Frontage Type  

See II-201 Definitions 

   

- Common Lawn Permitted Prohibited Prohibited 

- Porch & Fence 

- Minimum porch width 

- Minimum porch depth 

Permitted 

8 ft. 

6 ft. 

Prohibited 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Prohibited 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

- Door yard or Light Court Permitted Permitted Prohibited  

- Forecourt Permitted Permitted Permitted 

- Stoop Permitted Permitted Permitted 

- Awning 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Prohibited 

 
 

 

Permitted 

Awnings at the first story shall 
overlap the sidewalk 8 feet.  

However, in no case shall an 

awning come closer than 2 feet of 
the curb.  To avoid conflicts with 

existing infrastructure (e.g. street 

trees or street lighting), the 
Director of Neighborhood and 

Development Services may reduce 

the required distance an awning 
must overlap the sidewalk without 

application for an adjustment. 

 
The minimum awning height 

(measured from the sidewalk to 
the lowest portion of the awning) 

shall be between 8 and 14 feet, to 

be determined by the Director of 
Neighborhood and Development 

Services based on the scale of the 

building. 
 

Encroachments shall be allowed 

consistent with Sect. VII-1201. 
 

Lighting shall be provided to 

illuminate the sidewalk in a 
manner acceptable to the Director 

of Neighborhood and 

Development Services.  The 
backlighting of awnings and 

Permitted 

Awnings at the first story shall 
overlap the sidewalk 8 feet.  

However, in no case shall an 

awning come closer than 2 feet of 
the curb.  To avoid conflicts with 

existing infrastructure (e.g. street 

trees or street lighting), the 
Director of Neighborhood and 

Development Services may reduce 

the required distance an awning 
must overlap the sidewalk without 

application for an adjustment. 

 
The minimum awning height 

(measured from the sidewalk to 
the lowest portion of the awning) 

shall be between 8 and 14 feet, to 

be determined by the Director of 
Neighborhood and Development 

Services based on the scale of the 

building. 
 

Encroachments shall be allowed 

consistent with Sect. VII-1201. 
 

Lighting shall be provided to 

illuminate the sidewalk in a 
manner acceptable to the Director 

of Neighborhood and 

Development Services.  The 
backlighting of awnings and 
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Table VI-1004 

Building Design Standards in the Downtown Zone Districts 

These standards are limited to portions of buildings with frontages that face a primary street. 

(See map VI-1001) 

BUILDING DESIGN 

STANDARDS 

 

DTN (Neighborhood) 

DTNE (Neighborhood Edge) 

DTE (Edge) 

DTC (Core)  

DTB (Bayfront) 
messages attached thereto is 
prohibited. 

messages attached thereto is 
prohibited. 

- Gallery  

 

Prohibited 

 
 

 

  
 

Permitted 

The gallery shall be no less than 
10 feet wide (measured from the 

building façade to the inside of the 

column) and overlap the sidewalk 
to within 3 feet of the curb.  

Where the curb along a block 

frontage is irregular (e.g. where 
ñbulb outsò occur) the curb line 

along the entire block frontage 

shall be the predominant curb line 
- excluding irregularities.  The 

width of columns shall be a 

maximum of 2 feet in any 
horizontal dimension.  Openings 

in the gallery façade shall be at 

least 75 percent measured at each 
story.   A gallery above the first 

story is optional with a maximum 

height of 4 stories.   The minimum 
clear height within the first story 

walkway space shall be 12 feet.   

Encroachments shall be allowed 
consistent with Sect. VII-1201. 

 

When determined to be necessary 
by the Director of Neighborhood 

and Development Services, 

existing street trees and 
streetlights may be removed or 

relocated.  All costs associated 

with the removal or relocation of 
street trees and streetlights shall 

be at the expense of the property 

owner.  The City Engineer shall 
determine the right-of-way repairs 

associated with the removal or 

relocation of street trees and 
streetlights.  Tree removal and 

replacement is subject to Article 

VII Division 3.1. and the EDCM.  
Galleries shall incorporate 

lighting into the gallery to 

illuminate the sidewalk in a 
manner acceptable to the Director 

of Neighborhood and 

Development Services.  Any final 

decision of the Director of 

Neighborhood and Development 
Services may be appealed to the 

Planning Board in accord with 

section IV-1901F. 

Permitted 

The gallery shall be no less than 
10 feet wide (measured from the 

building façade to the inside of the 

column) and overlap the sidewalk 
to within 3 feet of the curb.  

Where the curb along a block 

frontage is irregular (e.g. where 
ñbulb outsò occur) the curb line 

along the entire block frontage 

shall be the predominant curb line 
- excluding irregularities.  The 

width of columns shall be a 

maximum of 2 feet in any 
horizontal dimension.  Openings 

in the gallery façade shall be at 

least 75 percent measured at each 
story.   A gallery above the first 

story is optional with a maximum 

height of 4 stories.   The minimum 
clear height within the first story 

walkway space shall be 12 feet.   

Encroachments shall be allowed 
consistent with Sect. VII-1201. 

 

When determined to be necessary 
by the Director of Neighborhood 

and Development Services, 

existing street trees and 
streetlights may be removed or 

relocated.  All costs associated 

with the removal or relocation of 
street trees and streetlights shall 

be at the expense of the property 

owner.  The City Engineer shall 
determine the right-of-way repairs 

associated with the removal or 

relocation of street trees and 
streetlights.  Tree removal and 

replacement is subject to Article 

VII Division 3.1. and the EDCM.  
Galleries shall incorporate 

lighting into the gallery to 

illuminate the sidewalk in a 
manner acceptable to the Director 

of Neighborhood and 

Development Services.  Any final 

decision of the Director of 

Neighborhood and Development 
Services may be appealed to the 

Planning Board in accord with 

section IV-1901F. 

- Arcade Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited  

Facades Facades shall be built parallel to 

the front lot line, except at 

chamfered corners, along a 
minimum of 50% of its length. 

 

 

Facades shall be built parallel to 

the front lot line, except at 

chamfered corners, along a 
minimum of 70% of its length.   

 

In the absence of a building along 

Facades shall be built parallel to 

the front lot line, except at 

chamfered corners, along a 
minimum of 90% of its length.   

 

In the absence of a building along 
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Table VI-1004 

Building Design Standards in the Downtown Zone Districts 

These standards are limited to portions of buildings with frontages that face a primary street. 

(See map VI-1001) 

BUILDING DESIGN 

STANDARDS 

 

DTN (Neighborhood) 

DTNE (Neighborhood Edge) 

DTE (Edge) 

DTC (Core)  

DTB (Bayfront) 
the remainder of the front lot line, 
a street wall shall be built co-

planar with the façade only when 

they are needed to screen surface 
or structured parking or other 

unsightly conditions such as 

alleys.   

the remainder of the front lot line, 
a street wall shall be built co-

planar with the façade. only when 

they are needed to screen surface 
or structured parking or other 

unsightly conditions such as 

alleys.  

Recess 

 

 

Not applicable Not applicable Buildings shall have a minimum 

twelve (12) foot recess along each 

street front commencing above the 
2nd, 3rd or 4th story.  Encroachments 

into the required recess shall be 

allowed consistent with section 
VII-1202. 

Habitable Space 

 

 

 

 

 

Not applicable. Buildings shall provide a 20-foot 

minimum depth of habitable space 

for the full height and length of 
the first 4 stories  2stories.  

Buildings shall provide a 20-foot 

minimum depth of habitable space 

for the full height and length of 
the first 4 stories  2stories. 

Pedestrian Entrance 

 

 

 

 

Buildings shall have their main 

entrance along a frontage line.  

Buildings with multiple frontages 
shall have their primary frontage 

determined by the Director of 

Neighborhood and Development 
Services. 

 

 

Buildings shall have their main 

entrance along a frontage line.  

Buildings with multiple frontages 
shall have their primary frontage 

determined by the Director of 

Neighborhood and Development 
Services. 

 

All buildings located at a corner 
intersection shall incorporate 

architectural features at the 

ground floor that emphasize the 
importance of pedestrian 

movement.  These features may 

include chamfered corners, 
walk-through covered arcades, 

trellis structures, and other 

elements that focus visual 
interest on the corners.   

Buildings shall have their main 

entrance along a frontage line.  

Buildings with multiple frontages 
shall have their primary frontage 

determined by the Director of 

Neighborhood and Development 
Services. 

 

All buildings located at a corner 
intersection shall incorporate 

architectural features at the 

ground floor that emphasize the 
importance of pedestrian 

movement.  These features may 

include chamfered corners, 
walk-through covered arcades, 

trellis structures, and other 

elements that focus visual 
interest on the corners.   

Corner Architecture Not applicable The Director of Neighborhood and 

Development Services may exempt 
buildings located at a corner 

intersection that celebrate the 

corner, such as with a turret, from 
(1) the recess requirement above 

the 4th story and (2) the requirement 

that facades be built parallel to the 
front lot line.  This exemption is 

limited to a distance 24 feet from 

each front lot line at the corner. 

The Director of Neighborhood and 

Development Services may exempt 
buildings located at a corner 

intersection that celebrate the 

corner, such as with a turret, from 
(1) the recess requirement above 

the 4th story and (2) the requirement 

that facades be built parallel to the 
front lot line.  This exemption is 

limited to a distance 24 feet from 

each front lot line at the corner. 

Streetwalls 

 

. 

Not Applicable. 

 

Streetwalls shall be located at the 

first layer and along the building 

frontage line whenever they are 
needed to screen surface or 

structured parking or other 

unsightly conditions such as alleys.   
 

Streetwalls shall be between 3.5 

and 8 feet in height.   Expanses 
longer than 25 feet or higher than 

3.5 feet shall be architecturally 

Streetwalls shall be located at the 

first layer and along the building 

frontage line whenever they are 
needed to screen surface or 

structured parking or other 

unsightly conditions such as alleys. 
 

Streetwalls shall be between 3.5 

and 8 feet in height.   Expanses 
longer than 25 feet or higher than 

3.5 feet shall be architecturally 

Reduces habitable space 
requirement from 4 to 2 stories. 
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Table VI-1004 

Building Design Standards in the Downtown Zone Districts 

These standards are limited to portions of buildings with frontages that face a primary street. 

(See map VI-1001) 

BUILDING DESIGN 

STANDARDS 

 

DTN (Neighborhood) 

DTNE (Neighborhood Edge) 

DTE (Edge) 

DTC (Core)  

DTB (Bayfront) 
designed (e.g. vertical or 
horizontal changes in wall plane, 

landscaped or raised planters, 

decorative view ports, wrought 
iron grillwork or decorative 

masonry patterns).  Except for 

decorative openings, streetwalls 
may have openings no larger than 

necessary to allow vehicle and 

pedestrian access.  
 

If allowed by the Director of 

Neighborhood and Development 
Services a hedge of equal height 

may replace the streetwall.   

designed (e.g. vertical or 
horizontal changes in wall plane, 

landscaped or raised planters, 

decorative view ports, wrought 
iron grillwork or decorative 

masonry patterns).  Except for 

decorative openings, streetwalls 
may have openings no larger than 

necessary to allow vehicle and 

pedestrian access.  
 

If allowed by the Director of 

Neighborhood and Development 
Services a hedge of equal height 

may replace the streetwall.   

Windows 

 

 

The first story façade on 
residential frontages shall be 

minimum of 15% glass.  

Windows in garage doors shall 
not count but windows in garage 

walls shall count towards meeting 

this standard. 
 

The first story facade on required 
retail frontages (mapVI-1002) 

shall be a minimum 70% glass.  

The first story façade on all other 
non-residential frontages shall be 

a minimum 30% glass.   

The first story façade on 
residential frontages shall be 

minimum of 15% glass. 

 
The glazed area and all other 

openings of a façade above the 

first story shall not exceed 50% of 
the total area, with each façade 

being calculated independently. 

 
Security grilles, if any, shall be at 

least 50% transparent and shall be 

located on the inside of the 
glassed area. 

 

Glazing shall have clear or lightly 
tinted glass with a visible light 

transmittance factor of 0.6 or 

higher (where R+A+T=1.0).   
Translucent, opaque, and 

mirrored glass may not be used.  

However glazing on required 
retail frontages shall be clear 

(non-tinted) and transparent to 

permit view of human activities 
and spaces within.   

The first story facade on required 
retail frontages (mapVI-1002) 

shall be a minimum 70% glass.  

The first story façade on all other 
non-residential frontages shall be 

a minimum 30% glass.   

The first story façade on 
residential frontages shall be 

minimum of 15% glass. 

 
The glazed area and all other 

openings of a façade above the 

first story shall not exceed 50% of 
the total area, with each façade 

being calculated independently. 

 
Security grilles, if any, shall be at 

least 50% transparent and shall be 

located on the inside of the 
glassed area. 

 

Glazing shall have clear or lightly 
tinted glass with a visible light 

transmittance factor of 0.6 or 

higher (where R+A+T=1.0).   
Translucent, opaque, and 

mirrored glass may not be used.  

However glazing on required 
retail frontages shall be clear 

(non-tinted) and transparent to 

permit view of human activities 
and spaces within.   

Shape of Openings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each opening in a façade, 

including windows, doors, and 

arches, shall be designed to appear 

as if they are square or vertical in 

proportion.   
 

The spacing of support columns 

on a porch, measured from the 
centerline of the columns, shall 

not be greater than the height of 

the columns. 
 

Exception: 

The Director of Neighborhood and 

Each opening in a façade, 

including windows, doors, and 

arches, shall be designed to appear 

as if they are square or vertical in 

proportion.   
 

The spacing of support columns 

for a gallery or arcade, measured 
from the centerline of the 

columns, shall not be greater than 

the height of the columns. 
 

Exception: 

The Director of Neighborhood and 

Each opening in a façade, 

including windows, doors, and 

arches, shall be designed to appear 

as if they are square or vertical in 

proportion.   
 

The spacing of support columns 

for a gallery or arcade, measured 
from the centerline of the 

columns, shall not be greater than 

the height of the columns.  
 

Exception: 

The Director of Neighborhood 
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Table VI-1004 

Building Design Standards in the Downtown Zone Districts 

These standards are limited to portions of buildings with frontages that face a primary street. 

(See map VI-1001) 

BUILDING DESIGN 

STANDARDS 

 

DTN (Neighborhood) 

DTNE (Neighborhood Edge) 

DTE (Edge) 

DTC (Core)  

DTB (Bayfront) 
Development Services may 
exempt buildings that incorporate 

the syntax of the Sarasota School 

of Architecture. 

Development Services may exempt 
buildings that incorporate the 

syntax of the Sarasota School of 

Architecture. 

and Development Services may 
exempt buildings that incorporate 

the syntax of the Sarasota School 

of Architecture. 

Roofs Pitched roofs, if provided, shall be 

sloped no less than 5:12, except 

that porches may be attached shed 
roofs with pitches no less than 

2:12. 

 
Flat roofs shall have parapets no 

less than 42 inches high or as 

required to conceal any 
mechanical equipment from any 

adjoining sidewalk. 

Pitched roofs, if provided, shall be 

sloped no less than 5:12, except 

that porches may be attached shed 
roofs with pitches no less than 

2:12. 

 
Flat roofs shall have parapets no 

less than 42 inches high or as 

required to conceal any mechanical 
equipment from any adjoining 

sidewalk. 

Pitched roofs, if provided, shall be 

sloped no less than 5:12, except 

that porches may be attached shed 
roofs with pitches no less than 

2:12. 

 
Flat roofs shall have parapets no 

less than 42 inches high or as 

required to conceal any 
mechanical equipment from any 

adjoining sidewalk. 

Exterior finish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exterior finish materials on all 

facades (except windows) shall be 
limited to clapboards (durable 

materials), shingles (durable 

materials), stucco, quarried stone, 
cast stone, or brick.  Materials 

may be combined on one façade 

only horizontally, with heavier 
below lighter (i.e. visual weight 

such as brick below stucco). 
 

Wood window surrounds are 

permitted in addition to all the 
material permitted for the 

exterior.  Wood and metal 

pergolas and trellises are 
permitted.  Fabric awnings are 

permitted without back lighting. 

 
Balconies and porches shall be 

made of painted or simulated 

wood, metal or masonry. 

Exterior finish materials on all 

facades (except windows) shall be 
limited to clapboards (durable 

materials), shingles (durable 

materials), stucco, quarried stone, 
cast stone, or brick.  Materials 

may be combined on one façade 

only horizontally, with heavier 
below lighter (i.e. visual weight 

such as brick below stucco). 
 

Wood window surrounds are 

permitted in addition to all the 
material permitted for the 

exterior.  Wood and metal 

pergolas and trellises are 
permitted.  Fabric awnings are 

permitted without back lighting. 

 
Balconies, galleries and arcades 

shall be made of painted or 

simulated wood, metal or 
masonry.  If allowed by the 

Director of Neighborhood and 

Development Services, guardrails 
on balconies or elevated 

walkways may be made of glass. 

Exterior finish materials on all 

facades (except windows) shall be 
limited to clapboards (durable 

materials), shingles (durable 

materials), stucco, quarried stone, 
cast stone, or brick.  Materials 

may be combined on one façade 

only horizontally, with heavier 
below lighter (i.e. visual weight 

such as brick below stucco). 
 

Wood window surrounds are 

permitted in addition to all the 
material permitted for the 

exterior.  Wood and metal 

pergolas and trellises are 
permitted.  Fabric awnings are 

permitted without back lighting. 

 
Balconies, galleries and arcades 

shall be made of painted or 

simulated wood, metal or 
masonry.  If allowed by the 

Director of Neighborhood and 

Development Services, guardrails 
on balconies or elevated 

walkways may be made of glass. 
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SIGNAGE AMENDMENTS 

 

 Computation of sign area 

 A-Frame Signs 
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ARTICLE VII 

REGULATIONS OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY 

 

*** 

Division 1. Signs 

*** 

 

Section VII-104. Computation of Sign Number and Area 

 

A.  Number. Each single display surface or display device shall be considered one (1) sign 

except as otherwise provided. In the case of double-faced signs, on-site double-faced 

signs with the same message on both sides or advertising the same business shall be 

considered as one (1) sign. 

 

B.  Area. The surface area of a sign shall be the entire face of a sign, including any framing, 

trim or molding, but not including the supporting structure. Measurement shall be made 

based on the entire area within a regular geometric form including rectangles, circles, 

triangles and ellipses, or the cumulative combination of up to three such contiguous 

forms. In the case of double-faced signs, each sign face shall be included for the purpose 

of determining the total aggregate area of the sign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ADDS TEXT (above) & GRAPHIC (right) 

to define computation of sign area.  
This more closely coincides with the 
1974 edition of the zoning code.    
Commentary: Allows up to 3 forms to 
be used. 
1974 ed. Zoning Code 
ñ(c) Surface area.  The surface area of a sign shall 
be computed as including the entire area within 
the periphery of a regular geometric form or 
combinations of regular geometric form or 
combinations of regular geometric forms, 
comprising all of the display area of the sign and 
including all of the elements of the matter 
displayed, but not including blank masking, frames 
or structural elements of the sign which bear no 
advertising matter.  In the case of double-faced 
sign, each sign face shall be included for the 
purpose of determining the total aggregate area.ò 
 

 

Add 
graphic 
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C.  Calculation of Frontage. For the purpose of computing the number and area of signs, the 

frontage of a zoning lot shall be established by orientation of the frontage of the buildings 

thereon or of the principal entrance points to the premises if building frontage does not 

clearly indicate zoning lot frontage. If neither of these methods is determinative, the 

Director of Neighborhood and Development Services shall select on the basis of traffic 

flow on adjacent streets, and the zoning lot shall be considered to front on the street with 

the greater traffic flow. 

 

*** 

 

Section VII-106. Exemptions from a Permit Requirement 

A.  The following activities and signs shall not require a permit, provided that the sign 

complies with the limitations of this Division. An otherwise exempt sign which exceeds 

the limitations set forth in this Section shall require a permit and be governed by the 

applicable Sections of this Division. 

1.  Changing copy. Changing the advertising copy, announcement or message on a 

marquee, electronic message board, or changeable copy sign board.  See VII-110 

(5), and VII-110 (16) and VII_110 (19) for additional regulations applicable to the 

Downtown zoned and the CT and CBN zone. 

2.  General maintenance. Cleaning or painting, or comparable general maintenance 

or repair of a sign that does not alter any regulated feature of such sign. 

3.  Integral signs. Names of buildings, dates of erection, monument citation, 

commemorative tablets and the like when carved into stone, concrete, or similar 

material or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent type construction and 

made an integral part of the structure and which do not exceed four (4) square feet 

in area. 

4. Legal notices. Identification, informational or directional signs erected or required 

by governmental bodies. 

5.  Public Signs. Signs of a non-commercial nature and in the public interest, erected 

by or on the order of a public officer or public agency, such as directional signs, 

traffic signs, regulatory signs, warning signs, hospital signs and associated signs 

in the SMH district, and informational signs. 

6. Stadium signs. Non-electrical signs placed within a stadium that face inward 

toward the playing field.  

7.  Window signs. Window signs may be placed on the interior of any window. See 

VII-110 (5) and VII-110 (16) and VII-110 (19) for additional regulations 

applicable to the Downtown zoned and the CT and CBN zone. 

8.  Property Identification Signs. Signs not exceeding two (2) square feet in area and 

bearing only property numbers, postbox numbers, names of occupants of 

premises, or other identification of premises. 

9.  Directional or Warning Signs. Non-advertising directional or warning signs or 

symbols such as ñENTRANCEò, ñEXITò, ñBAD DOGò, ñCAUTIONò, ñSLOWò, 

ERRATA 

ERRATA 
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ñNO TRESPASSINGò, etc., located on and pertaining to a private zoning lot, and 

not exceeding two (2) square feet in area. 

10.  Temporary Construction Signs. One (1) non-illuminated, temporary construction 

project ground sign not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in area. Such sign 

may not be erected more than sixty (60) days prior to the commencement of 

actual construction and must be removed within fifteen (15) days after the 

issuance of a certificate of occupancy. If construction is not continually and 

actively prosecuted to completion, such sign shall be removed within fifteen (15) 

days of expiration of the building permit.  

11.  Real Estate Signs. One (1) non-illuminated ñFOR SALEò or ñFOR RENTò sign 

per zoning lot when such sign has an area per face of not more than four (4) 

square feet.  

12.  Professional nameplates not exceeding two (2) square feet in area. 

13.  One (1) non-illuminated bulletin board or identification sign for each street 

frontage for public, charitable or eleemosynary institutions, to be located on the 

premises of such institutions and to be no more than twelve (12) feet in total area. 

One (1) double-faced non-illuminated bulletin board or identification sign for 

each street frontage for houses of worship, to be located on the premises and to be 

no more than twenty (20) square feet per face or forty (40) square feet in total 

area. Illuminated bulletin boards and identification signs for these uses require a 

permit. 

14.  Identification signs at the entrance drives of residences, estates and ranches, 

which do not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

15.  One (1) hard hat sign at each entrance to a construction area, of no more than two 

(2) square feet. 

16.  Political campaign signs announcing candidates seeking public political office 

and other data pertinent thereto shall be permitted up to a total area of sixteen (16) 

square feet for each premises in a residential zone and thirty-two (32) square feet 

in a commercial or industrial zone. These signs shall be confined within private 

property. These signs may be displayed ninety (90) days prior to and twenty-one 

(21) days after the election for which intended. In cases where a final election 

follows within seventy-five (75) days of a primary election, those candidates who 

won in the primary election may continue to display their signs during the interim 

period and up to twenty-one (21) days after the final election. 

(Ord. No. 07-4720, 5-21-07)  

 

B.  Setback of Exempt Signs.  The signs enumerated in Subsection VII ï 106(A) which do 

not require a permit may be located in required front setbacks no closer than five (5) feet 

from the property line and meet the sight triangle restrictions cited in Section VII-1202 of 

this Code. 

 

C.  Impact of Exempt Signs on Calculations Under Other Sections of this Division.  The face 

area of exempt signs shall not be included in determining compliance with the maximum 
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allowable sign area provisions of this Division. Exempt signs are allowed in addition to 

signs for which permits are required. 

 

*** 

Section VII-108. Signs Permitted in all Zoning Districts 

The following signs are permitted in all zoning districts except the MP and POS districts. 

A.  Exempt Signs. Signs exempted from permitting requirements as enumerated in Section 

VII-106. 

 

B.  Grand Opening Signs. One sign not to exceed fifty (50) square feet shall be allowed in 

conjunction with the grand opening of a business (this includes grand openings resulting 

from ownership changes). Such sign may be erected for no more than two (2) weeks. If 

such sign is a banner, it shall be affixed to the wall of the building.   

 

C.  Special Event. One sign not to exceed fifty (50) square feet shall be allowed in 

conjunction with a special event permitted by the City. Such sign may be erected for no 

more than two (2) weeks. 

 

 

 

D.        Portable signs.  

Each business may be allowed one (1) temporary portable A-frame sign, on 

private property, during the hours the business is open and provided the sign is 

less than 4 feet high and less than 18 by 24 inches per face, unless otherwise 

prohibited in VII-110. 

 

 

 

 

  

Allows Portable A-Frame Signs for business uses. 

Add sign 
graphic 

Example  
St. Armandôs and zones that do not allow for business uses 
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PARKING AMENDMENTS 

 

 

ACCESS TO PARKING LOTS AND GARAGES 

DTE, DTNE, DTC AND DTB 

 

& 

 

FRONT YARD PARKING LIMITATION 

DTN (Gillespie Park and Park East) 
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Division 2. Off-Street Parking and Loading  

 

*** 

 

J.  Downtown Zone Districts: DTN, DTNE, DTE, DTC and DTB 

The following standards supersede where in conflict with other parking provisions. 

 

 DTN DTNE and DTE DTC and DTB 

a.  Required 

Parking 

   

- Residential  1.5 spaces for each dwelling 

unit 

1.0 spaces for each dwelling 

unit 

1.0 spaces for each dwelling 

unit 

- Non-Residential 1.0 space for each 350 sq. ft. 

of floor area 

1.0 space for each 500 sq. ft. 

of floor area 

1.0 space for each 500 sq. ft. 

of floor area 

- Transient Lodging 1.0 space for each guest unit. 0.5 space for each guest unit. 0.5 space for each guest 

unit. 

-  Bicycle See VII-204  See VII-204  See VII-204  

b. Exceptions to 

Required Parking 

Non-residential uses of less 

than 1,000 sq. ft. floor area 

shall not be required to 

provide off-street parking. 

 

Locally designated historic 

buildings shall not be required 

to provide parking in addition 

to that, which exists. 

 

Accessory dwelling units shall 

not be required to provide off-

street parking. 

Liner buildings and 

independent building of less 

than 10,000 sq. ft. floor area 

shall not be required to 

provide off-street parking.  

 

On street parking along the 

corresponding frontage lines 

shall be counted toward 

fulfilling the parking 

requirements. 

 

Locally designated historic 

buildings shall not be 

required to provide parking 

in addition to that, which 

exists. 

Liner buildings and 

independent building of less 

than 10,000 sq. ft. floor area 

shall not be required to 

provide off-street parking.  

 

On street parking along the 

corresponding frontage lines 

shall be counted toward 

fulfilling the parking 

requirements.  
 

Locally designated historic 

buildings shall not be 

required to provide parking 

in addition to that, which 

exists. 

c. Location of All 

Parking - Primary 

Street Grid  

(See Map VI-

1001). 
 

Surface parking areas shall be 

located in the second or third 

layer except that driveways 

aprons and drop-offs may be 

located in the first layer.  

 

Garages shall be located in the 

third layer.  If there is more 

than one frontage line, this 

standard applies to the 

frontage line that contains the 

main entry.  In no case shall a 

garage be located in the first 

layer. 

 

Loading areas / spaces are 

prohibited along frontages. 

Surface parking shall be 

located in the second or third 

layer and masked by a 

streetwall or liner building.   

 

Garages shall be located in 

the third layer and masked 

by a liner building. 

 

Loading areas / spaces are 

prohibited along frontages. 

Surface parking shall be 

located in the second or third 

layer and masked by a 

streetwall or liner building. 

 

Garages shall be located in 

the third layer and masked 

by a liner building. 

 

Loading areas / spaces are 

prohibited along frontages. 
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 DTN DTNE and DTE DTC and DTB 

c. Location of All 

Parking ï 

Secondary Streets. 

Not applicable. All parking in DTNE must 

be located to the rear or side 

of the structure. If located at 

the side of the structure, the 

parking must be screened 

through the use of solid 

streetwalls or landscaping. 

Streetwalls shall not exceed 

4feet in height. 

Not applicable. 

d. Parking access 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parking shall be accessed 

from an alley when possible.   

 

A garage opening, which 

faces a primary street 

frontage, shall not exceed two 

lanes in width. 

Parking shall be accessed 

from an alley or secondary 

street when possible.  If 

parking is accessed from a 

primary street, there shall be 

only one point of access.  

Parking lots and garage 

openings on a primary street 

shall not exceed 2 lanes in 

width. 

 

Where the access crosses 

any pedestrian path, the 

intersection shall be clearly 

marked and lighted for the 

safety of the pedestrian. 

 

A parking lot or garage 

opening shall not exceed 2 

lanes in width. 

 

Pedestrian entrances to all 

parking lots and parking 

structures shall be directly 

from a frontage line.  Only 

underground parking 

structures may be entered 

directly from a building. 

Vehicular entry gates at 

garage entries shall be 

positioned a minimum of 

twenty (20) feet behind the 

front wall of the building. 

Parking shall be accessed 

from an alley or secondary 

street when possible.  If 

parking is accessed from a 

primary street, there shall be 

only one point of access.  

Parking lots and garage 

openings on a primary street 

shall not exceed 2 lanes in 

width. 

 

Where the access crosses 

any pedestrian path, the 

intersection shall be clearly 

marked and lighted for the 

safety of the pedestrian. 

 

A parking lot or garage 

opening shall not exceed 2 

lanes in width.   

 

Pedestrian entrances to all 

parking lots and parking 

structures shall be directly 

from a frontage line.  Only 

underground parking 

structures may be entered 

directly from a building.  

 

Vehicular entry gates at 

garage entries shall be 

positioned a minimum of 

twenty (20) feet behind the 

front wall of the building. 

 

*** 

 

 

  

Clarifies that limitation on 
width of openings applies 
only to primary street 

frontages. 



 Attachment 1 

Ordinance No. 10-4912 

10-ZTA-01, June 7, 2010  page 28 of 40 

 

Section VII-216.  Parking in Front Yards prohibited; except in designated driveways. 

 

(a)  Area of Applicability:  The provisions of this Section VII-216 shall be applied within the 

boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood (DTN) zone district. 

 

(b)  Driveway to be Delineated:  Owners of real property containing single family homes or 

duplexes who desire to provide driveways shall clearly delineate the boundaries of the driveway 

on the zoning lot by using pavement or shell, or by marking off and delineating the driveway 

area by means including but not necessarily limited to landscape features, fences, rocks, or 

railroad ties.  However, no more than fifty percent (50%) of the area between the street and the 

front facade of the single family residence or duplex shall be so delineated.  Owners of property 

on which more than fifty percent (50%) of the area between the street and the front facade of the 

single family residence or duplex is paved or shelled upon June 7, 2010 shall not be required to 

remove such pavement or shell.  For purposes of this section a "driveway" must have a curb cut 

to facilitate vehicular access from the street. 

 

(c) No Parking Outside of Delineated Driveway Area:  It shall be unlawful for the owner of a 

motor vehicle or trailer to park or to allow his or her motor vehicle or trailer to be parked 

in the area between the street and the front facade line of a single family residence or 

duplex unless such vehicle is parked in a delineated driveway. On corner lots, only one of 

the two front yards may contain a delineated driveway area to be used for parking. 

  

It shall be unlawful for the owner of a recreational vehicle to park or to allow his or her 

recreational vehicle to be parked in the area between the street and the front facade line of 

a single family residence or duplex unless the recreational vehicle is parked within a 

delineated driveway for no more than twenty four (24) hours during loading and 

unloading. [See, Section VI-102(j)(1)Zoning Code].  On corner lots, only one of the two 

front yards may contain a delineated driveway area to be used for parking of recreational 

vehicles while loading and unloading. 

  

Nothing herein shall be construed to allow the parking of an inoperative or unlicensed 

motor vehicle within a designated driveway area if the parking of such vehicle is 

prohibited by Sec. 16-50 of the Code of the City of Sarasota. 

 

(d)   Penalties For Violation:  Any property owner who violates Section VII-216(b) shall be 

subject to a civil fine in the amount of $25.00 per day for each day the violation continues 

plus costs that may be imposed as provided by law.  Any owner of a motor vehicle, 

recreational vehicle or trailer who violates Section VII-216(c) shall be subject to a civil 

fine in the amount of $25.00 plus costs that may be imposed as provided by law. 

 

(e)  Citations: A citation issued for a violation of Section VII-216(c) shall contain the 

following: 

 (1) The date and time of issuance. 

(2) The name, if available, and address of the owner of the vehicle parked in violation 

of Section VII-216(c) and the license plate number of the vehicle. In cases where 

the license plate has been removed or where the officer has reason to believe that 
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the license plate is not the plate assigned to the illegally parked vehicle, then the 

citation shall contain the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and the identity of 

the owner may be obtained from the National Crime Information Center(NCIC) 

or from the Florida Crime Information (FCIC) by supplying the NCIC or the 

FCIC with the VIN. 

 (3) The name and title of the law enforcement officer. 

(4) The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the penalty or to contest the 

citation. 

(5) The applicable penalty if the person elects to contest the citation, including any 

administrative costs.  

(6)  A conspicuous statement that if the person fails to pay the penalty within 20 days 

or fails to complete and sign a written Notice of Intent to Contest the Citation on a 

form provided by the City within 20 days (which will require an appearance 

before the Special Magistrate at a hearing), the person shall be deemed to have 

waived his or her right to contest the citation, and that, in such event, judgment 

shall be entered against the person in the amount of Two Hundred Dollars 

($200.00), including costs and recording fees. 

 

(f) Administrative Waivers.  The Director of Neighborhood and Development Services shall 

be authorized to approve an administrative waiver to allow parking of vehicles on a lot 

outside of a delineated driveway when one of the following conditions exist. 

 

(1)  On street parking is not allowed on the street(s) fronting the property; or 

 

(2) One or more individuals permanently residing on the property are physically 

handicapped and special circumstances relating to the configuration of the property, the 

terrain, landscaping or location of a structure on the property make parking in a driveway 

impractical; or 

 

(3) On street parking is not reasonably available within five hundred (500) one thousand 

(1,000) feet of the front property line measured along street frontages. 

 

(4) The Director of Neighborhood and Development Services shall grant the waiver if 

parking is not allowed on the street(s) fronting the property and if the vehicle displays a 

handicapped placard or license plate.  

 

(5) All other requests for an administrative waiver must be submitted in writing and must 

fully explain the justification for the waiver requested.  If a waiver is approved, the 

Director of Neighborhood and Development Services shall issue a placard or sticker to be 

displayed on the front dash board of the vehicle which shall contain the address of the 

property for which the waiver has been granted.  The Director of Neighborhood and 

Development Services shall maintain a list of the names and addresses of all persons to 

whom administrative waivers have been granted and shall provide same to the Chief of 

Police.  The decision of the Director of Neighborhood and Development Services to 

approve or to deny a request for a waiver shall be final and shall not be subject to appeal. 

  

NOTE: 
New 

option. 

NOTE: 
New 

option. 

NOTE: 
Reduced 

from 1,000 
to 500 feet 
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(g) Authorization to Enforce.  The City of Sarasota Police Department shall be authorized to 

enforce the provisions of Section VII-216(c) by leaving a citation on the windshield of a 

motor vehicle or recreational vehicle parked in violation of the provisions hereof, by 

delivering a copy of the citation to an occupant of the single family home or duplex 

where the vehicle is parked, or by mailing the citation to the owner.  The City of Sarasota 

Code Compliance Division shall be authorized to enforce the provisions of Section VII-

216(b) by following the procedures applicable to code enforcement officers set forth in 

state statute and local ordinance. 

 

 

***  
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SIDEWALK CAFE 

(Sidewalk Café regulations are being removed from the zoning code and 

relocated to the city code.  These standards are also being revised and 

updated.  A separate public hearing is required to amend the city code.) 
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Article VII 

Regulations of General Applicability 

 

*** 

 

Division 6.  Additional Use and Development Standards  

 

 

*** 

 

Section VII- 602. Specific Standards for Certain Uses 

 

Section VII-601. Purpose  

The purpose of this Division is to provide regulations governing the size, location, and operation 

of certain uses and development types that have the potential to adversely affect adjoining uses.  
 

*** 

 

T. Schools, Kindergarten, elementary, secondary, vocational and trade (public or private) 

 

U. Car Washes, Self Service and Non-Self Service 

 

V.   Sidewalk Cafes RESERVED 

 

W.   Non-Profit Bingo 

 

 

*** 

 

V.  Sidewalk Cafes. RESERVED 

 

1.  Applications for a provisional use permit shall be submitted to the City Manager, 

or his designee, and shall meet the following standards: 

a)  The application shall be supported with a drawing or sketch which will 

include the dimensions of the proposed permit area where the operation of 

a sidewalk café will occur. The drawing shall also indicate the tables and 

chairs to be used to demonstrate compliance with the standards in 

subparagraphs (3) and (4) hereof. 

b)  The permit area shall be that portion of the public right-of-way as 

delineated and approved on the permit application and restricted to a 

portion of the right-of-way which is located between the curbline or the 

lateral line of a street and the adjacent private property line, excluding any 

area required for use by pedestrians. 

Sidewalk Café regulations are being 
removed from the zoning code and 
relocated to the city code.  These 
standards are also being revised and 
updated.  A separate public hearing is 
required to amend the city code. 
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c)  The permit area shall be immediately adjacent to the restaurant requesting 

the provisional use permit or on public right-of-way abutting the property 

of another when that property is within fifty (50) feet of the ground floor 

access to the restaurant of the applicant. In the latter event, the applicant 

must have the written consent of the owner and lawful occupant, if 

different, of the property in front of which the sidewalk cafe will be 

located. 

d)  The applicant shall certify as to the number of seats authorized under 

terms of this code for the principal restaurant facility and will further 

certify as to the number of seats being transferred from the restaurant to 

the sidewalk cafe and the number of new seats added for the sidewalk 

cafe, if any. 

e)  All applications shall be reviewed by the engineering department to 

determine compliance with each of the requirements of this section. Since 

the physical characteristics of various permit areas may differ 

substantially, one from the other, any provisional use permit for a 

sidewalk cafe may contain such conditions as the City Manager, or his 

designee, deems warranted to protect the use of adjacent right-of-way for 

its intended purpose and to otherwise carry out the purpose and intent of 

this section and this code. 

f)  In the CT and Commercial Storefront (CSD) Zone Districts, the application shall 

be supported with a landscaping plan if the applicant requests permission to 

remove or add landscaping within, the permit area. The landscaping plan shall 

demonstrate compliance with the standards in subparagraph (4)(h) hereof, and be 

drawn by a licensed landscape architect and shall include all of the following: 

(1)  Name, location, quantity, size and type of existing on-site 

landscaping to be removed or added. 

(2)  Name, location, quantity, size and type of landscaping proposed to 

be planted, showing its relationship to all of the site features, such 

as utilities and easements. 

(3)  Any other information that may be needed to show compliance 

with subparagraph (4)(h) hereof. 

g)  The operation of the sidewalk cafe in the location delineated in the 

application shall not adversely affect or be detrimental to the general 

health, safety and welfare of the neighborhood or community at large. In 

making a determination as to whether this standard is satisfied, the City 

Manager, or his designee, shall be guided in his discretion by the 

following considerations: 

(1)  Whether the proposed permit area is needed by the City for any 

public purpose; 

(2)  Whether issuance of the provisional use permit will be contrary to 

the stated intent of the Zoning Code or any provision thereof; 
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(3)  Whether the issuance of the provisional use permit would result in 

the violation of any other provision of the Sarasota City Code or 

the Zoning Code; and 

(4)  Whether the intensity of the proposed sidewalk cafe would 

adversely impact pedestrian access along the sidewalk and adjacent 

public right-of-way; or otherwise adversely impact pedestrian 

safety or the flow of pedestrian traffic. 
 

2.  No provisional use permit shall be granted, pursuant to this section, unless the 

Finance Director shall certify that there are no outstanding fines, fees, taxes, or 

other charges due and owed to the City by the owners of the real property on 

which the restaurant is located. 
 

3.  The following design standards shall be applicable within the permit area: 

a)  A sidewalk cafe may be used only for the temporary placement of chairs, 

tables, and umbrellas and no plants, outdoor lighting or irrigation are 

permitted unless the sidewalk cafe is located in the Commercial, Tourist 

(CT) or Commercial Storefront (CSD) Zone District. All tables and chairs 

must be portable, meaning that no such furniture shall be chained together 

or bolted together as a unit or affixed to the sidewalk or ground surface 

and must be removed nightly from the permit area. 

b)  A sidewalk cafe in the Commercial, Tourist (CT) and Commercial 

Storefront (CSD) zone may have chairs, tables, umbrellas, or outdoor 

lighting that is are affixed to the sidewalk or ground. If the provisional use 

permit is terminated or revoked pursuant to SectionsVII-602(V)(6) - (9) of 

this Code, Permittee shall immediately cease the operation of the sidewalk 

cafe, remove all chairs, tables, umbrellas, outdoor lighting and all other 

objects from the permit area and, in a manner approved by the City 

Engineer, replace and restore all paving, sidewalk, landscaping, or surface 

of any sidewalk disturbed, in as good a condition as, or better than, before 

said provisional use permit had been issued. Such work shall be performed 

in a good, workmanlike, and timely manner in accordance with the 

standards for such work set by the City Engineer. In the event the City 

needs to access infrastructure located beneath the permit area, the 

permittee shall indemnify and hold harmless the City against all claims, 

liability, loss, injury death or damage whatsoever on account of or arising 

out of the removal of the fixed improvements. The City shall have no 

obligation whatsoever to replace or repair any of the permittee's 

improvements so removed or damaged. 

c)  The maximum allowable dimension for tables shall be forty eight (48) inches in 

diameter or forty-eight (48) inches in length, and thirty (30) inches in height. 

d)  Tables and chairs shall be located so that site visibility is maintained at a 

height in excess of thirty (30) inches. At street intersections, a thirty foot 

triangle of site visibility shall be maintained. 
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e)  For a round umbrella the maximum diameter shall be eight (8) feet.  For 

square or rectangular umbrellas maximum sides shall be eight (8) feet.  

The maximum diagonal measurement shall be twelve (12) feet.  All 

umbrellas shall be fabric covered. 

(Ord. No. 04-4514; Sec. 7, 1-20-04) 

f)  No signs, banners, sandwich boards or other similar advertising, except for 

advertising located on umbrellas if permitted by Article VII of this Zoning 

Code, shall be located in the permit area. 

 

4.  The following performance standards shall be applicable to the location of 

furniture and use of the permit area: 

a)  Tables, chairs, umbrellas, outdoor lighting, and planters shall be located so 

that there remains open, at all times, a longitudinal walking space a 

minimum of six (6) feet in width, the location of which shall be 

determined by the City Manager, or his designee. 

b)  Fixed tables and chairs shall be maintained no less than three (3) feet 

from a curb face abutting parking stalls, handicapped ramp, pedestrian 

crosswalk, bus stop, taxi stand or alleyway,. In addition, a minimum of 

three (3) feet distance shall be maintained from such objects as street 

lights, utility poles, City owned trash and other street furniture. 

c)  Portable tables and chairs shall be maintained no less than three (3) feet 

from a curb face, handicapped ramp, pedestrian crosswalk, bus stop, taxi 

stand or alleyway. 

d)  The maximum number of tables allowed in the sidewalk café's permit area 

shall be determined by the Building, Zoning & Code Enforcement 

Department utilizing the standards set forth in the NFPA 101 Life Safety 

Code (1991 Edition), as amended. 

e)  An entry to the ground floor of the principal restaurant maintaining the 

sidewalk cafe shall be no more than fifty (50) feet from the nearest table as 

sited within the permit area. 

f)  Stoves, ovens, hot plates, beverage coolers and similar restaurant 

equipment shall not be placed within the permit area. 

g)  No privately owned trash cans, or electrical outlets shall be placed within 

the permit area. 

h)  Planters, landscaping, irrigation systems and electrical outlets may be 

allowed in the Commercial Tourist (CT) and Commercial Storefront 

(CSD) Zone District to service tables and chairs affixed to the sidewalk or 

ground upon the issuance of an encroachment permit from the City 

engineer. In the Commercial Tourist (CT) and Commercial Storefront 

(CSD) Zone District, no landscaping shall be removed or added within the 

permit area unless a landscaping plan has been approved by the City 

Manager, or his designee. The landscaping plan shall demonstrate that 
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every square foot of landscaping proposed to be removed is replaced 

within the permit area with landscaping at least equal in square footage to 

that removed. All new landscaping shall consists of grass, ground cover, 

trees and shrubs at least equal in number, size and quality to any grass, 

ground cover, trees and shrubs which are proposed to be removed. 

i)  There shall be no live entertainment, amplified music, or mechanically 

amplified sound of any nature whatsoever within the permit area. 

j)  The permittee shall be solely responsible for maintaining the permit area 

in a clean and sanitary condition. The permittee shall immediately remove 

trash or debris resulting from the operation of the sidewalk café and shall 

collect and properly dispose of such debris as may be scattered from the 

permit area by patrons or weather conditions. 

k)  The permittee shall maintain a four (4) foot wide clear zone for pedestrian 

access through the permit area to the sidewalk, as measured from the 

designated space between parking stalls. 

l)  In the CT and Commercial Storefront (CSD) Zone District, all patrons of 

sidewalk cafes shall vacate the permit area no later than 11:00 p.m. on Sunday 

through Thursday, inclusive, except. the day prior to a holiday or 11:59 p.m. on 

Friday, Saturday and the day prior to a holiday. 

 

5.  Beer, wine, or other alcoholic beverages may be served or consumed at a 

sidewalk cafe provided that the alcoholic beverage is purchased from the sidewalk 

cafe, the purchaser is seated at a table, and the alcoholic beverage is served and 

consumed with food ordered from a menu, prepared and served for pay by the 

sidewalk cafe. 

 

6.  The use of public right-of-way as a sidewalk shall be subject to termination by the 

City in the interest of the public health, safety, and welfare. To the extent that a 

permit area is needed by the City for the purposes for which it was dedicated, or 

any other public purpose, the City may immediately terminate the provisional use 

permit and assume full possession and control of the permit area. In such event, 

the City shall be authorized to remove all furniture and other objects of the 

permittee from the permit area. If the sidewalk cafe encroaches onto the right-of-

way of a governmental entity other than the City, a permittee shall cease the use 

of the right-of-way on the demand of the governmental entity having jurisdiction 

over or ownership of the right-of-way, the issuance of a provisional use permit 

notwithstanding. 

 

7.  It shall be permissible for a permittee to terminate the operation of the sidewalk 

cafe on a seasonal basis without the provisional use permit being terminated. A 

permittee may choose not to operate a permitted sidewalk cafe for a period of 

time not to exceed five (5) months during any twelve month calendar year. 

 

8.  As an express condition of the issuance of the provisional use permit, each 

permittee shall agree to indemnify and hold harmless the City against all claims, 
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liability, loss, injury, death or damage whatsoever on account of or arising out of 

the subject matter of the permit. All persons, prior to receiving a provisional use 

permit shall procure public liability and property damage insurance pertaining to 

the permit area in a minimum amount of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per 

person and two million dollars ($2,000,000.00) in the aggregate per occurrence 

and property damage in a minimum amount of five hundred thousand dollars 

($500,000) and liquor liability (if applicable) in a minimum amount of one 

million dollars ($1,000,000) which shall name the City of Sarasota as an 

additional insured; and the same shall provide that the policy shall not terminate 

or be canceled prior to the expiration date without thirty (30) days advance 

written notice to the City. Proof of such insurance, issued by an insurance 

company licensed to do business in the State of Florida, shall be delivered prior to 

the issuance of a permit to the City Manager or his designee. 

 

(Ord. No. 03-4472; Sec. 11, 6-16-03) 

 

9.  Revocation of Permit. The City Manager may revoke any provisional use permit 

issued pursuant to this section, in accordance with the provisions of Article IV, 

Section IV-1803(L) of this Chapter, for the failure of the permittee to adhere to 

any standard or requirement of this section, for the violation of any standards or 

requirements of the Sarasota City Code, including the Zoning Code, for the failure 

of the permittee to adhere to any written condition imposed upon the issuance of 

the provisional use permit, specifically including but not limited to an increase in 

the number of permitted seats. Additional grounds for revocation shall include, 

but not be limited to, an intensification of the sidewalk cafe use in any manner not 

specifically addressed in the provisional use permit, or for the City's or other 

governmental entity's need for the public property. 

 

10.  Enforcement. 

a)  Any person who fails to obey or comply with, or who violates any of the 

provisions of Section VII-602(V), upon conviction of such offense, shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor and may be punished as is set forth in Section 1-11, 

Sarasota City Code. 

b)  In addition, a violation of this section may be taken before the code 

enforcement special master. 

c)  Nothing herein contained shall prevent or restrict the City from taking 

such other lawful action in any court of competent jurisdiction as is 

necessary to prevent or remedy any violation or situation of 

noncompliance. Such other lawful action shall include, but shall not be 

limited to, an equitable action for injunctive relief or an action at law for 

damages. All remedies and penalties provided for in this section shall be 

cumulative and independently available. 

 

*** 
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Fences 

Clarifies the regulations for fences also apply to walls and hedges 
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Division 11. Fences and Walls and Hedges 
 

Section VII-1101. Fences and Walls and Hedges. 
 

A. 1. Fences and walls up to a maximum of six and one-half (6½) feet in height are 

permitted in the front, rear and side setbacks in all zone districts, except as may 

otherwise be provided below.  

   

2. Hedges up to a maximum of six and one-half (6½) feet in height are permitted in 

the front setback in all zone districts, except as may otherwise be provided below.   

Hedges in the rear and side setbacks in all zones are not limited in height, except 

as may otherwise be provided below. 

 

3. Razor wire, barbed wire and coiled barbed wire are not permitted, except as 

provided in subsection (b) below.  

 

B. 1.  Open mesh or open chain link fences, up to a maximum of ten (10) feet in height, 

are permitted in front, rear and side setbacks in G, IGD, IHD, CI, I and ILW zone 

districts. 

 

2.  Open mesh or open chain link fences, up to a maximum of ten (10) feet in height, 

are permitted in rear and side setbacks in G, ICD zone districts. 

 

3. Barbed wire, razor and coiled barbed wire may be installed above the level of six 

(6) feet in the G, IGD, IHD, CI, I and ILW zone districts and may extend no more 

than thirty-eight (38) inches above the ten (10) foot height limit.  

 

4. In the DTN zone district, fences and hedges at the first layer of a lot shall not 

exceed four (4) feet in height and fences shall be wrought iron or painted or 

simulated wood pickets with a minimum one and three quarter (1.75) inch spacing 

with pickets no more than 4 inches wide. Fences and walls at other layers shall 

not exceed six and one-half (6½) feet in height.  and fFences shall be painted or 

simulated wood pickets, coated chain link, wrought iron, or aluminum. or m 

Masonry walls shall be finished on both sides.   

 

5. In the RSM-9 zone district, fences, walls or hedges located between the front 

façade of the primary building and the front lot line shall not exceed four feet in 

height.  

 

C.  Solid fences, walls, hedges or other type of landscaping materials that form a continuous 

barrier up to a maximum of thirty inches, and picket fences with a minimum one and 

three quarter (1.75) inch spacing with pickets no more than 4 inches wide, and open mesh 

or chain link fences up to a maximum of forty-eight (48) inches are permitted in 

waterfront setbacks.  

 

Clarifies the  zoning 
regulations also apply 
to walls and hedges 
where applicable. 
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D.  Ornamental decorations and light fixtures not exceeding eighteen (18) inches in height 

above the maximum six and one-half (6½) feet height limit may be allowed on pillars or 

supports for any fence or wall. 

 

E.  In all zone districts, no fence or wall shall be erected or maintained which has an electric 

charge.  

 

F.  Except as listed above, nothing in these regulations shall be construed to prohibit any 

type of landscaping or private gardening on any zoning lot. 

 

G. The height of a fence or wall shall be measured as the highest point above natural grade 

on either side of the fence or wall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.  The finished side of all fences shall face the street or adjoining property. 

 

I.  All walls shall be smoothly finished with a stucco-type surface on both sides, and shall be 

painted on the street or abutting property side. 

 

J.  Fences, walls and hedges must comply with the provisions of Section VII-1203. 

 

K.  No fencing, wall or hedge shall be erected so as to restrict access by emergency 

equipment to any building. 

 

*** 

 

Clarifies the  zoning 
regulations also apply 
to walls and hedges 
where applicable. 

 


