City of Sarasota
Unofficial Zoning Code
2002 Edition

ARTICLE II: Definitions and Rules of Construction


Division 1. 

Rules of Construction

Section II-101. 
Rules of Construction 

For the purposes of these regulations, the following rules of construction shall apply: 

A.
These regulations shall be construed to achieve the purposes and intent for which they are adopted. 

B. 
In case of a conflict between the text of these regulations and any caption, figure, illustration, table, or map, the text of these regulations shall control. In case of a conflict between a chart and an illustration, the chart shall control. All illustrations included in these regulations are for illustrative purposes only. 

C. 
In case of any conflict in limitations, restrictions, or standards applying to an individual use or structure, the more restrictive provisions shall apply. 

D. 
The words "shall," "must," and "will," are mandatory in nature, implying an obligation or duty to comply with the particular provision. 

E. 
The words "may" and “should” are permissive in nature. 

F. 
Words used in the present tense include the future tense. 

G. 
Words used in the singular number include the plural number and the plural number includes the singular number, unless the context of the particular usage clearly indicates otherwise. 

H. 
Words used in the masculine gender include the feminine gender. 

I.
Any act authorized by these regulations to be carried out by a specific official or agency of the City may also be carried out by a designee of such official or agency. Any transfer of duties to a different official transfers the authority to carry out acts under these regulations.

J. 
The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by excluding the first and including the last day; if the last day is a Saturday, Sunday or a legal holiday, that day shall be excluded and computed using the next business day. 

K. 
Any words and terms not defined herein shall have the meaning indicated by common dictionary definition. 

L. 
Any reference to Florida Statutes shall be construed to be a reference to the most recent enactment of such statute, and shall include any amendments as may from time to time be adopted. 

M.
Any references to "Conditional Uses" shall be interpreted to mean Major Conditional Uses. Only those uses specifically cited, as being allowed by Minor Conditional Use shall use said Minor Conditional Use process.
N.
The Lexicon of the New Urbanism, the Downtown Master Plan 2020, and the SmartCode, authored by Duany Plater-Zyberk and Company, were used to develop the new urbanism standards in Article VI, Division 10 (Downtown Zone Districts) and may be used as an aid in understanding the principles of new urbanism and the application these standards.
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