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ARTICLE III: Decision Making and Administrative Bodies


Division 2. Planning Board 

Section III-201. Powers and Duties 
The Planning Board shall have the following powers and duties: 

A. To initiate, review and recommend amendments to the Sarasota City Plan to the City Commission. 
B. To perform the functions, duties, powers and responsibilities of a local planning agency as set forth in Florida Statutes Chapter 163, and to determine whether specific proposed developments conform to the principles and requirements of the Sarasota City Plan. 

C. To review and make recommendations to the City Commission on applications for major conditional uses, development agreements, Development of Regional Impact (DRI) development orders, street and right-of-way vacations, subdivision plats, "G" zone waivers, site plans in G zone districts, site plans for properties within the Downtown Residential Overlay District filed pursuant to Section VI-906(D) and rezonings. 

D. To approve, with or without conditions, or deny applications for minor conditional uses. 

E. To approve, with or without conditions, or deny applications for site plan approval, except as provided in Article IV-Division 19 of this Zoning Code and except for property, which is in the G District.
F. To hear and decide appeals pertaining to denials of applications for temporary commercial activity permits. 

G. To initiate, review, and recommend proposed amendments to the text of these Land Development Regulations and the Zoning District Map (rezonings). 

H. To take testimony under oath. 

I. To review and determine whether the design and layout of specific proposed developments depicted on site plans processed separately, site plans proffered or processed simultaneously with rezonings, and site plans processed with major or minor conditional uses meet the purpose and intent of Article VII, Division 3.1 of the Zoning Code pertaining to tree protection and article IV, section 506 of the zoning code pertaining to standards of review of site plans.

J. To review and make recommendations to the City Commission on proposed tree protection agreements in accordance with Sec. VII-314, B, of the Zoning Code.

K. To hear and decide appeals of any written order, decision, determination, or interpretation of the Director of Neighborhood and Development Services pertaining to the Downtown Zone Districts.

L. To hear and decide appeals from a decision of the Director of Neighborhood and Development Services pertaining to adjustments of certain development standards applicable within the Downtown Zone Districts.

M. Such additional powers and duties as may be set forth in this Chapter or prescribed by State law.

(Ord. No. 03-4505; Sec. 4, 1-20-04; Ord. No. 02-4401; Sec. 6, 8-4-03; Ord. No. 04-4531, Sec. 3, 6-7-04; Ord. No. 04-4573, Sec. 16 and 21, 6-20-05)
Section III-202. Membership; Terms; Transition; Vacancies; Removal 

A. Creation 

The Planning Board shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the City Commission, each for a term of three (3) years; provided that members serving on the Board as of the date of adoption of these regulations shall serve until their terms shall expire; provided, further, that all members shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified. A sixth (6th) member of the Planning Board shall be appointed by the School Board of Sarasota County, Florida (hereinafter "School Board"), in accordance with Sec. 163.3174(1), Florida Statutes (2002).

B. Qualifications of Members 

Members of the Planning Board shall not hold any other public position or office in the government of the City. Members of the Planning Board shall be residents of the City with the exception of the School Board appointee.
C. Removal of Members 

Members of the Planning Board may be removed from office by the affirmative vote of three (3) members of the City Commission.  The appointee of the School Board may be removed from office by the City Commission with the concurrence of the School Board.
D. Vacancies 

Vacancies in the Planning Board membership shall be filled by appointment by the City Commission for the unexpired term of the member affected. 
E. Compensation of Members 

Members of the Planning Board shall receive no salaries or fees for service on the Board, but may receive reimbursement for reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties of office. 
F. Conflicts of Interest 

If any member of the planning board shall find that his private or personal interests are involved in the matter coming before the board, he shall disqualify himself from all participation in that matter. No current member of the planning board shall appear before the historic preservation board, board of adjustment, planning board, or the city commission as agent or attorney for an applicant for a development approval or any other interested person.  No former member of the planning board shall appear before the planning board as agent or attorney for an applicant for a development approval or any other interested person for period of two (2) years after leaving the planning board.  No former member of the planning board shall appear before the historic preservation board, board of adjustment, planning board, or the city commission as agent or attorney for an applicant for a development approval or any other interested person with regard to any matter upon which the former member voted while seated as a member of the planning board. 
(Ord. No.08-4799, 4-28-08)
G. Appointee of School Board

The Planning Board member appointed by the School Board shall be a non-voting member.  The School Board appointee shall participate in the review of Comprehensive Plan amendments and rezonings that would, if approved, increase residential density on the property that is the subject of the application.  The term "participate" for purposes of this section shall include the submission of written comments on the pending Comprehensive Plan amendments and rezonings or attendance at the subject Planning Board meeting or both.  The participation by the School Board appointee at Planning Board meetings shall not be a legal prerequisite to the Planning Board taking final action on a pending Comprehensive Plan amendment or rezoning.  The School Board appointee as a sixth (6th) non-voting member of the Planning Board shall not count toward the three (3) member quorum requirement of Section III-203, C."  
(Ord. No.03-4430, sec. 3, 1-21-03)
Section III-203. Meetings, Quorum and Required Vote [Sec. 3-8.] 

A. Meetings shall be held at the call of the chairman and at such other times as the Planning Board may determine. Special meetings shall not be held unless at least twenty-four (24) hours notice is given to each member. 

B. Persons appearing before the Planning Board shall have no right of challenge of any Board member, provided that this provision shall not prohibit any person appearing before the Board from placing in the record a statement alleging bias and requesting disqualification for bias of any member. 

C. A quorum for the transaction of business shall consist of three (3) members. 

D. The affirmative vote of three (3) members of the Board shall be necessary to take official action provided, however, any motion pertaining to a procedural matter such as continuances and time limits for speakers shall require a majority vote of the members present. In the event any motion pertaining to a petition or other quasi-judicial matter fails to achieve the affirmative vote of three (3) Board members, then such petition shall be automatically continued to the next regularly scheduled Board meeting or a special meeting scheduled for such purpose. No petition or other quasi-judicial matter shall be automatically continued more than once. At the Board meeting during which the continued petition is considered, if any motion pertaining to the petition or other quasi-judicial matter fails to achieve the affirmative vote of three (3) Board members, then such petition or other quasi-judicial matter shall be deemed denied.
Section III-204. Officers and Staff 
A. The Planning Board shall select a chairman and a vice-chairman from among its members and may create such other officers as it may determine necessary. 

B. The Planning Board shall be provided with such professional assistance as may be deemed necessary to enable the Board to perform the functions assigned to it under these Land Development Regulations. The City Manager shall provide a secretary for the Board.
Section III-205. Rules and Records 
A. The Planning Board shall adopt rules of procedure necessary to its governance and the conduct of its affairs, in keeping with the applicable provisions of the Sarasota City Charter, Florida law, these Land Development Regulations and other pertinent city ordinances. Such rules of procedure shall be available in a written form to persons appearing before the Board and to the public. 

B. The Planning Board shall keep records of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member, including the chairman or vice-chairman, or, if any member is absent or fails to vote, indicating such fact.
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