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ARTICLE IV: Development Review Procedures

Division 12. Zoning Text Amendments

Section IV-1201. Purpose and Applicability

The City Commission is hereby authorized to amend the text of these regulations whenever the Commission determines that the amendment would be in the public interest and would serve a valid public purpose.


Section IV-1202. Application Requirements
Amendments to the text of these regulations may be initiated by the City Commission, any board of the City, City Manager, City Attorney, or the Department of Neighborhood and Development Services. An application for a text amendment shall be accompanied by justification necessary to support the amendment. All applications for text amendments shall be submitted to the City Auditor and Clerk's Office.  The city commission shall have the authority to waive any one or all of the following requirements for a zoning text amendment, when in the judgment of a majority of the commissioners, such waiver is necessary or appropriate: (1) filing of a formal application for a text amendment; (2) submission of the proposed amendment to the Development Review Committee for comments; and (3) the preparation of a written staff analysis of the application setting forth the goals and objectives of the Sarasota City Plan affected by the proposed amendment.
(Ord. No. 09-4838, 2-17-09)

Section IV- 1203. Staff Review and Recommendations
The Department of Neighborhood and Development Services shall review the application for the amendment and the comments of all members of the DRC, and shall prepare a written staff analysis of the issues raised by the application, and setting forth the goals, objectives of the Sarasota City Plan affected by the proposed amendment.

Section IV- 1204. Planning Board Review
The Planning Board shall conduct a public hearing to review the proposed amendment, and shall consider the written staff analysis and the testimony at the public hearing, and make a recommendation upon the proposed amendment, which shall set forth its findings in regard to whether the proposed amendment will satisfy the standards set forth in Section IV-1206, and its findings in regard to whether the amendment is consistent with Sarasota City Plan. The Board may include in its recommendation any modifications or conditions to the amendment, and the reasons therefore.

Section IV-1205. City Commission Review
The City Commission shall, in accordance with the provisions of Section IV-202, review the proposed amendment, the written staff analysis and the recommendation of the Planning Board, and shall approve, approve with conditions or deny the amendment after a public hearing(s).

Section IV- 1206. Standards for Review
In reviewing an application for a text amendment, the Planning Board and City Commission shall consider whether the proposed amendment: 

1. Is consistent with and furthers the goals, objectives and action strategies of the comprehensive plan, and 

2.   Furthers the purposes of these regulations and other city ordinances, regulations and actions designed to implement the Sarasota City Plan; and,
3.  Would be in the public interest and serve a valid public purpose. 
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