City of Sarasota
Unofficial Zoning Code
2002 Edition

ARTICLE VII: Regulations of General Applicability


Division 11. Fences and Walls and Hedges


Section VII-1101. Fences and Walls and Hedges.
A.
1.
Fences and walls up to a maximum of six and one-half (6½) feet in height are permitted in the front, rear and side setbacks in all zone districts, except as may otherwise be provided below. 

2.
Hedges up to a maximum of six and one-half (6½) feet in height are permitted in the front setback in all zone districts, except as may otherwise be provided below.   Hedges in the rear and side setbacks in all zones are not limited in height, except as may otherwise be provided below.

3.
Razor wire, barbed wire and coiled barbed wire are not permitted, except as provided in subsection (b) below. 

B.
1. 
Open mesh or open chain link fences, up to a maximum of ten (10) feet in height, are permitted in front, rear and side setbacks in G, IGD, IHD, CI, I and ILW zone districts.

2. 
Open mesh or open chain link fences, up to a maximum of ten (10) feet in height, are permitted in rear and side setbacks in G, ICD zone districts.

3.
Barbed wire, razor and coiled barbed wire may be installed above the level of six (6) feet in the G, IGD, IHD, CI, I and ILW zone districts and may extend no more than thirty-eight (38) inches above the ten (10) foot height limit. 

4. In the DTN zone district, fences and hedges at the first layer of a lot shall not exceed four (4) feet in height and fences shall be wrought iron or painted or simulated wood pickets with a minimum one and three quarter (1.75) inch spacing with pickets no more than 4 inches wide. Fences and walls at other layers shall not exceed six and one-half (6½) feet in height.   Fences shall be painted or simulated wood, coated chain link, wrought iron, or aluminum.   Masonry walls shall be finished on both sides.  

5.
In the RSM-9 zone district, fences, walls or hedges located between the front façade of the primary building and the front lot line shall not exceed four feet in height. 

C. 
Solid fences, walls, hedges or other type of landscaping materials that form a continuous barrier up to a maximum of thirty inches, and picket fences with a minimum one and three quarter (1.75) inch spacing with pickets no more than 4 inches wide, and open mesh or chain link fences up to a maximum of forty-eight (48) inches are permitted in waterfront setbacks. 

D. 
Ornamental decorations and light fixtures not exceeding eighteen (18) inches in height above the maximum six and one-half (6½) feet height limit may be allowed on pillars or supports for any fence or wall.

E. 
In all zone districts, no fence or wall shall be erected or maintained which has an electric charge. 

F. 
Except as listed above, nothing in these regulations shall be construed to prohibit any type of landscaping or private gardening on any zoning lot.

G. The height of a fence or wall shall be measured as the highest point above natural grade on either side of the fence or wall.
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H. 
The finished side of all fences shall face the street or adjoining property.

I. 
All walls shall be finished on both sides.

J. 
Fences, walls and hedges must comply with the provisions of Section VII-1203.

K. 
No fencing, wall or hedge shall be erected so as to restrict access by emergency equipment to any building.

(Ord. No. 10-4912, 6-7-10)

L.
Fire hydrants and connections to approved water supplies shall be accessible to the fire department.  

Fences walls and hedges must comply with the provisions of the Florida Fire Prevention Code as may be amended.   Section 18.3.4.1 requires clearances of seven and one half feet (7.5 ft) in front and to the sides of the fire hydrant, with a four foot (4 ft.) clearance to the rear of the hydrant. These dimensions may be reduced by approval of the fire official.
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M.
On properties in the Lido Shores neighborhood (see map below) having property lines that abut a Thoroughfare Road, as identified in the Sarasota City Plan, solid opaque fences, walls, and hedges up to a maximum of twelve (12) feet in height are permitted along such property lines.

1. 
Said fence, wall or hedge may extend no more than twenty-five (25) feet past the point where the property line no longer abuts the Thoroughfare Road.

2. 
Any fence or wall shall be constructed outside the public right-of-way and shall be set back a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the edge of pavement.
3. The property owner shall landscape the area outside the right-of-way if either a fence or wall is erected. The landscaping plan which must be in accordance with the requirements found in Section VII-303 of this Article, approved by the City, shall use sufficient quantities, types, height and densities of materials to reduce the visual impact of the fence or wall. The landscaped area must include an irrigation system.

4.
It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to maintain the landscaping in accordance with the standards found in Section VII-307 of this Article.

(Ord. No. 03-4429, sec. 14, 1-21-03; Ord. No. 03-4473; Sec. 3, 6-16-03; Ord. No. 04-4531, Sec. 3, 6-7-04; Ord. No. 04-4573; Sec. 7, 6-20-05; Ord. No. 07-4720, 5-21-07; Ord.  No. 07-4770, 12-17-07)
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