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ARTICLE VII: Regulations of General Applicability


Division 16. Annexation

Section VII –1601. Urban Service Boundary


Prior to accepting a petition for annexation by the City Commission, the City Auditor and Clerk or their designee shall render a decision as to whether the real property proposed to be annexed is within the Urban Service Boundary. A map of the Urban Service Boundary is adopted in the Sarasota City Plan.  In the event the City Auditor and Clerk or their designee determines that the real property proposed to be annexed is within the Urban Service Boundary, then the City Auditor and Clerk shall proceed with the processing of the petition. Provided, however, the location of real property within the Urban Service Boundary does not ensure that the City will annex the real property. Further, the location of real property within the Urban Service Boundary does not obviate any of the statutory requirements and procedures for annexation set forth in Chapter 171, Florida Statutes, as amended, or any applicable ordinances or regulations of the City pertaining to the use or development of real property to include a favorable determination as to concurrency. Should the City Auditor and Clerk or their designee determine that the real property proposed to be annexed is located outside of the Urban Service Boundary described herein, the petition for annexation shall not be accepted.

Section VII –1602. 
Annexation Analysis

The City will prepare an annexation analysis at the time an annexation is initiated within the City’s Urban Service Boundary.  This analysis shall include, but not be limited to:

1. The suitability of the subject area for annexation,

2. A listing of the costs and benefits to the City and to the affected property owners,

3. A schedule for annexation if more than one parcel is involved, and

4. The effect, if any, on urban sprawl.

In addition, and in order to ensure land use compatibility with planned and existing City developments within the area of the subject parcel, future land use classification(s) and future zoning district(s) which are potentially consistent with the Sarasota City Plan shall be identified for inclusion into any pre-annexation agreement that may subsequently be executed.  

A recommendation as to whether or not to approve the annexation will be included within the analysis.  

Section VII –1603. 
Pre-Annexation Agreement
The City and the owner of a property within the Urban Service Boundary may enter into a pre-annexation agreement.  The pre-annexation agreement shall include at a minimum the following items:  

1.
The future land use classification(s) in the Sarasota City Plan for the subject property,

2.
The implementing zone(s) for the future land use classification(s) identified in the Sarasota City Plan applicable to the subject property,

3.
A time frame measured from the date the pre-annexation agreement is executed within which it is contemplated that the subject property will be annexed,

4.
A time frame measured from the date of annexation for the City to amend the Future Land Use Map(s) of the Sarasota City Plan in order to include the annexed property,

5.
A time frame measured from the effective date of the amendment to the Future Land Use Map described in subparagraph 4 above for the City to rezone the annexed property to a City zone district consistent with the annexed property’s Future Land Use Classification(s),

6.
The obligation of the property owner(s) to provide all information required by the Department of Neighborhood and Development Services in order to process the amendments to the Sarasota City Plan and the official Zoning District Map and

7.
The obligation of the property owners (if any) for fees associated with amending the Sarasota City Plan and the official Zoning District Map, and

8.
The acknowledgement by the property owner(s) of the future land use classification(s) and zoning district(s) identified within the pre-annexation analysis and that these will govern the development of the subject property after the subject property is annexed.

(Ord. No. 03-4429, sec. 16, 1-21-03; Ord. No. 07-4770, 12-17-07)
Section VII-1604.  Zoning Equivalency Table.

(1) 
The following Zone District Equivalency Table shall apply to determine the new City zoning for those annexed properties which are the subject of a petition for annexation described in paragraph (3) below. Upon annexation, a property within the Sarasota County zone district shown in the left column of the table shall be assigned the corresponding City zone district shown in the right column.

ZONE DISTRICT EQUIVALENCY TABLE

	FORMER 
COUNTY ZONE DISTRICT
	NEW EQUIVALENT 
CITY ZONE DISTRICT

	RSF-1                             →
	RSF-E

	RSF-2                             →
	RSF-1

	RSF-3                             →
	RSF-2

	RSF-4                             →
	RSF-3

	RMF-1                             →
	RMF-1

	RMF-2                             →
	RMF-2

	RMF-3                             →
	RMF-3

	OPI (only if there is a           →

residential dwelling space/unit also)
	OND


(2)
If the new equivalent City zone district in accordance with the table above is RSF-E, RSF-1 or RSF-2, then the property shall be classified as "Single Family (Very Low Density)" on the City future land use map.  If the new equivalent City zone district in accordance with the table above is RSF-3, then the property shall be classified as "Single Family (Low Density)" on the City future land use map.  If the new equivalent City zone district in accordance with the table above is RMF-1, RMF-2 or RMF-3, then the property shall be classified as "Multiply Family (Moderate Density)" on the City future land use map.  If the new equivalent City zone district in accordance with the table above is OND, then the property shall be classified as "Neighborhood Office" on the City future land use map.


(3)
The Zone District Equivalency Table adopted by this section shall be used to determine the new City future land use classification and zoning for property upon annexation into the City, if, prior to annexation, the property was located in one of the County zone districts listed in the Zone District Equivalency table; and;

(a)
the property was the subject of a City initiated voluntary annexation in accordance with a Municipal Services and Pre-Annexation Agreement; or

(b)
the property was the subject of a City initiated voluntary annexation in which the property owner consented to the annexation without a Municipal Services and a Pre-Annexation Agreement.

(4)
The table in subsection (1) above shall not be applied to properties annexed in accordance with:


(a)
an involuntary annexation;

(b)
Notwithstanding paragraph (3) above, a City initiated voluntary annexation when the owner of the property to be annexed has signed a pre-annexation agreement allowing the owner to apply for a different City zone district than would result from the application of the equivalency table.


(c)
A privately initiated voluntary annexation.

(5) 
An ordinance annexing property into the City shall indicate whether or not the table found in this section shall apply to determine the new City future land use classification and zone district for the annexed property.  In the event the table contained in this section is applied, the Future Land Use Map shall be updated to reflect the addition of the annexed property with its City future land use classification at the first City initiated  amendment to the Future Land Use Map following the effective date of the annexation and the Official Zoning Atlas shall be a updated to reflect the City zoning of the annexed property as soon as practical following the effective date of the amendment to the Future Land Use Map.

(Ord. No. 09-4856, sec. 1, 12-7-09)
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